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Though most of this issue focuses on guests and films presented this year at
the Jerusalem Film Festival, we open, this time, with a tribute to the late Moshe
Mizrahi, who passed away several weeks ago. The one and only Israeli to be
awarded an Oscar (for "Madame Rosa”), Mizrahi’s career is the object of a new
study by Marat Parkhomovsky, “Introduction to love”, and its preface, which we
publish here, indicates this book should restore the director’s position as one of
the country’s leading filmmakers.

>

One of the most frequent and highly priced guests at international film festivals
in recent years, Ukraine’s Sergei Loznitsa was better known, for a long time, as
a documentarist but since My Joy (2012), he has gained a similar status for his
fiction films. The two films he completed this year and shown in Jerusalem, the
documentary ”Victory Day”, shot in Berlin and the spectacular “Donbass”, he
made in Ukraine, best represent his contribution in both fields. In this issue, we
have an extensive introduction to the work of this scientist, once a mathematician
working at the Kiev Cybernetics Institute, who switched to cinema for a better
understanding of the world we live in.

>

Also shown in Jerusalem, Germany’s Christian Petzold “Transit” is the adaptation
of an Anna Seghers novel about refugees escaping the Nazi threat on the eve of
WW2, Petzold kept the original plot but moved the action to the present which,
Dean Klein’s piece argues, shows that not only the issues raised by the novel
are as timely now as they were then but that the film is also closely related to
Petzold’s earlier "Phoenix”, the story of a Holocaust survivor returning to Berlin
looking for the husband who had handed her to the Nazis.

>

Also in this issue, Ofer Liebergall tackles the controversial Berlin winner of this
year, "“Touch me not”, part fiction, part documentary, by Romanian first time
director Adina Pintilie, while Shani Kiniso goes back to remind us of Alan Clarke,
the remarkable British film and TV director whose uncompromising realistic
work deserves to be better known and appreciated these days.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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