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The three most talked about films at the Venice Film Festival, this year, and most
likely, three of the most hotly discussed films of 2019, are featured, each in their
own respective way, on the opening pages of this issue. Two of the distributors
handling these films were careful enough to bring along with them, with their PR
packages, interviews with the filmmakers. Noah Baumbach, who came up empty
handed from his visit to the Lido this year, but "Marriage Story” is already a hot
item on everyone’s favorites of the season, explains his choices for writing,
casting and shooting the film the way he did. Roman Polanski, who obviously
did not fancy another clash with the American justice system, preferred not to
accompany his version of the Dreyfuss Affair, entitled ”An Officer and a Spy”
(French title ”"J’accuse”) but gave a detailed interview to a French journalist,
arguing the film is as timely now as it ever was, points out his own personal
interest in it and the reasons for doing it the way it finally came out after a
gestation of over seven years. The Venice jury awarded the film its prestigious
Special Jury Award, despite the reservations expressed by Jury President
Lucrecia Martel, prior to her seeing the picture. As for the third film, ”"Joker”,
a pretended prequel to the "Batman” Jokers, not only was it accorded the top
honors (first superhero picture to achieve the status). It is already breaking box
office records all over the world and is considered a surefire candidate for this
year’s Oscars. Ofer Liebergal looks at the film in the light of the Joker character
tradition, comparing the Jack Nicholson’s and Heath Ledger’s approaches to that
of Joaquin Phoenix in the new film.

>

From the upcoming programs of the Tel Aviv Cinematheque we chose to focus,
this time, with the help of Danny Muggia, on the films of Pietro Germi, one of the
great Italian filmmakers, who has been unjustly forgotten in recent years.

Gadi Rimer went back to Turkish master director Nuri Bilge Ceylan, to notice
the significance of interior and exterior shots in his films. And finally, back to
Liebergal and Venice, for the films screened in its sidebar section, Orizzonti, and
the bleak future they seem to promise.

Read and enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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