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Most of our issue is dedicated, this time, to some of the films to be screened
at the Tel Aviv Cinematheque in the next few weeks. Among them, one of
Rainer Werner Fassbinder’s most fascinating works, the 14 episodes of ”Berlin
Alexanderplatz” (1980), an adaptation of Alfred Doblin’s masterful 1929 novel,
which Fassbinder originally intended for TV but is presented since, more often
than not in cinematheques and art houses around the world. Danny Warth deals
not only with the transition from one medium to another but also with the
particular circumstances in Germany when Doblin’s work came out and then,
fifty years later, when Fassbinder shot his own perception of it. This year being
the centenary of Ingmar Bergman (born July 14, 1918), the Cinematheque will
dedicate a large part of its programs to the films of the great Swedish director
and Ofer Liebergall chose to focus on one particular recurrent subject in them,
the relations between parents and children, who needs offspring and what to do
with them once they are born. Also this month at the Cinematheque, Hilla Lavie
tells us about “The Invisibles”, the true story of four young Jews who managed
to survive WW2 in Berlin.

>

And more on the Cinematheque screens. Seventy years after Neorealist Cinema
reached its peak in Italy, Danny Muggia looks again at some of its best known
films and the spirit which brought them up. To complete the neorealist picture, we
added some quotes from its leading theoretician, screenwriter Cesare Zavattini,
picked from an Italian radio broadcast dated back in 1952.

Finally, two more items. Yael Shuv goes back to analyze ”"Landscape in the
Mist” (1988), one of the most affecting works of Greece’s leading filmmaker,
Theo Angelopoulos. And from an extensive research by Shmulik Duvdevani
on Israeli documentaries in the sixties and seventies, backed by the Israeli
Science Foundation, we picked one chapter, dealing with ”A Grenade in Gaza”,
a documentary made in 1970 by Motti Kirschenbaum and Benaya Bin Nun. Sadly,
many of the issues it brought up are still with us today.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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