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Dusan Makavejev, probably one of the most outspoken, original, anarchist
filmmaker of the last century, passed away last month. The man who broke down
all rules and regulations, who claimed he is ”a hundred percent Marx, fifty Karl
and fifty Groucho”, who virulently attacked both capitalism and communism in
the name of individual freedom of thought and conduct, the author of shocking
cinematic milestones such as "WR — Mysteries of the Organism” and ”"Sweet
Movie”, may have been forgotten by the present generation of film buffs, but we
thought it is our duty to remind them. A short obituary here and more about his
films in the next issue.

>

There’s a bit of Makavejev, even more of Godard and Brecht, in Radu Jude’s latest
and most fascinating opus, "I don’t care if we go down in history as Barbarians”,
a brilliant and unconventional treatment, not only of Romania’s guilt and its share
in WW2 Holocaust, but also an essay of film language, on historical perception
and reconstruction, on state-funded protest demonstrations and much more.
Lots more about the film in a report covering the most interesting entry to be
screened in the upcoming Romanian Film Week. Also in this issue, Anat Even
talks about her personal requiem to a part of Tel Aviv whose origins have been
wiped out, Oshra Schwartz, in the spirit of #MeToo, looks at ”The Shape of Water”
and "Roma”, Yael Shuv notices the frequent tendency of many leading directors
to go back to black and white, not only for nostalgic reasons, Ofer Liebergal
observes how pop stars, real sand fictional, are treated by Hollywood, using ”A
Star is Born” and "Bohemian Rhapsody” as typical examples, Gadi Rimer revisit
” Apocalypse Now”, possibly Hollywood’s ultimate war movie, forty years after
it was first released, while Dean Klein tries to make sense of Lars von Trier’s
attempt to update Jack the Ripper, using perfect murders as a metaphor for great
artistic achievements.

Plenty of material from around the world.

Read and enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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