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The 72nd International Cannes Film Festival is over. All the films were screened,
all the awards distributed, all the stars, all the producers and all the distributors
have gone home, so did all the sales agents and the exhibitors, the crowds have
dispersed and the red carpet carefully folded until next year. Time for the wrap.
So here goes:

No real discovery in the competition to warm up the soul and take back home
fondly. Some good films, the most distinctive you’ll find in this issue. Plenty
of average stuff, the kind selected because there was nothing better, because
of #MeToo, because of political reasons and so on. And some embarrassing
ones like Ira Sachs’ first European venture (“Frankie”) or Arnaud Desplechin’s
police yarn “Oh Mercy” looking very much like a mediocre episode of "Law and
Order”; one pleasant surprise in the ”"Un Certain Regard” section: Karim Ainouz
and his "Invisible Life of Eurydice Gusmao” from Brazil; nothing remarkable
in the Directors’ Fortnight, the section that, once upon a time, used to save the
festival from the eventual drudge of the official selection; one promise in the
Critics’ Week, an Icelandic picture by Hlynur Palmasson, "White, White Day”.
Slim pickings, probably reflecting the state of world cinema today.

For this issue, we’ve selected some of the things said by the more interesting
filmmakers in competition about their own films. Among them, Pedro Almodovar,
Bong Joon-ho, Celine Sciamma, Marco Bellocchio and Corneliu Porumboiu.
We have not forgotten the woman on the festival’s poster, Agnes Varda, who
passed away, aged 90, shortly before the festival started. Yael Munk is sifting
through her truly brilliant career. And finally, Gadi Rimer remembers three years
have gone by since one of the most remarkable filmmakers of our time, Abbas
Kiarostami, passed away.

Read and enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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