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Final issue for 2019, dedicated to some of the recent films screened through
the fall. First, there are a couple of controversial films that divided the general
opinion. Polanski’s "An Officer and a Spy” could be the director’s attempt
to justify himself and suggest he is a victim of public opinion, as Yael Shuv
interprets the film in her piece, or a timely reminder of an historical moment the
world needs to remember more than ever this days, as the Venice jury deemed
it to be. The truth, as usual, is probably somewhere in the middle. “Once upon a
time in Hollywood” may be a masterly revised reconstruction of old Hollywood,
as Dean Klein sees it, or maybe just another Tarantino capriccio, as the Cannes
jury seemed to think by ignoring it in its palmares. Once again, the truth is most
likely in the middle.

>

Also, in this issue, Ofer Liebergal was impressed by the use of non-professional
actors in several new Israeli films like Yaron Shani’s “Love Trilogy” and Oren
Gerner’s ”Africa”, shown at this year’s Haifa Film Festival. Gadi Rimer draws a
comparison between a world of women in Celine Sciamma’s ”Portrait of a Lady
on Fire” and a world of men in Robert Eggers’ "Lighthouse”. Jay Weissberg, the
head of the Silent Film Festival in Pordenone, invites us to go back and watch
again the movie classics that did not need sound to put their message across. And
finally, Shmulik Duvdevani met the great Polish filmmaker Krzysztof Zanussi at
the Haifa Film Festival and shares with us the conversation they had about his
old films and cinema in general.

Read and enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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