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Jean-Pierre Melville (1917-1973) was, without any doubt, one of the most influential
figures in French postwar cinema. A lone wolf, he stalked at night the unsavory
quarters of the French capital even before he was drafted to the Army in 1937,
striking friendships with the underworld chieftains, which later left their imprint
on some of his most impressive movies. Under the German occupation, he was
a member of the Resistance where he took on the "Melville” nickname (he was
born Grumbach), out of sheer admiration for the American novelist. After the war,
without any training whatsoever beyond the thousands of films he had managed
to see, he became an independent filmmaker, annoying the French industry
when he turned his back on their traditions. In the course of the next 24 years he
came up with 13 feature films, many of them — like “The Samurai”, ”L’armee des
ombres” or “The Red Circle” — certified masterpieces accepted today as such all
over the world, even if not every critic at the time was pleased with them. The
tribute of the Jerusalem Cinematheque, presenting eight of his films, some of
them in freshly restored version, which will be followed by similar programs at
the other Israeli cinematheques at the end of the year, is perfect excuse for us to
dedicate the first part of this issue to Melville and his films.

On the Israeli front, Pablo Utin interviewed documentary filmmaker Natalie Braun
on her recent film, “Hope I'm in the frame” dedicated to actress/director Michal
Bat Adam, while Marat Parkhomowsky talks to Daniel Wachsmann ("Transit”,
”"Hamsin”), back to feature films after 27 years. Born in China and spending much
of his time in India, his new film, “Akko Dreams” is due to come out later this
year.

Finally, Ofer Liebergall finds common grounds between three of this summer’s
hits, ”Baby Driver”, “Good Time” and "Dunkirk”, for in all of them, he argues,
it’s the pressure and stress of the lead characters and the situations they find
themselves in which determines their actions, far more than judicious reason.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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