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We are happy to open our pages, in this new issue, to three young new writers,
each one of them, having chosen the topic he deals with. For Ofer Liebergal,
who has already contributed to our magazine in the past, it is the reaction of
the surviving family to the loss of a son. This is the theme of three separate
films released in the last couple of years, the much talked about ”Foxtrot”,
Savi Gabizon’s "Longing” and Assaf Polonski’s ”A Week and a Day”. As vastly
different as they are, there is still one common denominator in all three of them.
Dean Klein looks for us at the cinema of Hong Sang-soo, the celebrated and
prolific Korean director, a festival darling whose films seem often close in spirit
to the French New Wave than they are to Asian cinema, and whose characters
are somehow almost exclusively picked among people who make movies or
are addicted to them, one way or another. Shani Kiniso tackles the American
cinema, more precisely the iconic image of the motel so frequently used in it as
a location. Going from "Psycho” to "Fool for Love” and "The Bug”, he points out
how significant the motel’s image is as part of the American libido.

>

Also in this issue, Marat Parkhomovsky interviews one of the most successful
past Israeli movie stars, Yehuda Barkan; Rachel Israel, a young American director,
reveals the story behind "Keep the Change”, her award-winning first feature
using a cast consisting almost entirely of autistic performers, a production which
had spread over almost 14 years of her life; finally, Erez Dvora, an ardent admirer
of Ridley Scott’s ”Blade Runner”, went to see the new “Blade Runner 2049” and
check what has happened to it all in the 35 years separating them. By the way,
Scott is still running the show, but this time he is the producer, not the director.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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