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How do you decide what film you see today? Is it the name of the director, the
writer, the stars, maybe the cameraman or the art director? In any case, it isn’t
very likely that the identity of the distributor or the exhibitor will draw you
to the cinema. And yet, these two occupations that no self-respecting cinema
magazine would pay much attention to are the ones to determine more than
anything else, what films you will see, where and when. Any film buff is familiar
with long lists of films, some of them highly respected and much awarded, which
never reached the screens of one or more countries because they were “too long,
too slow, too complicated, too obscure”, briefly because the distributors or the
exhibitors didn’t like them. And the opposite is true as well. Some films were
rescued from anonymity only because one adventurous person dared to buy
and show them. For this reason we dedicate most of this issue to the memoirs
of an American icon, Dan Talbot, once identified with the New Yorker theater
and the New Yorker distribution company, who is still running the Lincoln
Plaza multiplex in New York and whose dedication to ”art films” (a term he
hates to use) has left a lasting mark on American distribution as a whole. Once a
journalist and film critic, he put together for the Cineaste Magazine a collection
of souvenirs offering a unique portrait of a profession which for him was more
of a calling, though in reality he believes ”it is not a profession it is a casino”.
A more detailed history of the New Yorker cinema and distribution is available
in "The New Yorker Theater and other scenes from a life in movies” written
by Talbot’s better half and close associate, Toby. Here is a quote from Martin
Scorsese’s introduction to this book: “Anyone who lives in America and cares
about cinema and history, no matter how old or young, owes something to the
New Yorker and to Dan and Toby Talbot”.

Also in this issue, Marat Parkhomovsky follows the fade in and out of the “fringe
films”, those micro-budgeted attempts by Israeli filmmakers to survive without
the blessings of the film funds, only on their own limited resources, which
seemed for a while to be our own version of an Independent cinema. Reclusive
Ildiko Enyedi talks about her Berlin-awarded On Body and Soul. Rea Amit sent
us a portrait of Seijun Suzuki, the Japanese horror master admired by the likes
of Tarantino, who recently passed away at the venerable age of 93. And finally,
the organizers of the upcoming Tel Aviv Student Film Festival introduce a new
initiative for their 31st anniversary: a market dedicated to student films, giving
them a chance to reach not only academic circles but also to a wider audience,
that do not distribute marks but are more likely to vote with their feet.

Read and Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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Cineaste, which this year celebrates its 50th anniversary, is widely recognized as “ America’s leading magazine
on the art and politics of the cinema.” Each issue covers the entire world of cinema, with exclusive interviews,
feature articles, and in-depth film, book, and video reviews. But don’t just take our word for it. Here is what
others have to say about us:

“Cineaste long ago established itself as one of the most “A must-have for the serious film person...
reliable and reliably exciting magazines on cinema.” scrupulous and scholarly reviews and profiles.”
—David Bordwell —Zine Guide
“Cineaste s among the two or three best publications “No film magazine is more essential
about film in the United States.” for cinephiles than Cineaste.”
—James Naremore —Dave Kehr
“Cineaste is tough and analytic, a vigilant magazine “Cineaste often has the best interviews
with a perspective [and] an enthusiasm of any Anglo-American film magazine.”
for films of every sort.” —Jonathan Rosenbaum
—Dudley Andrew . S 27, S . .
Y “Cineaste is rich with information and probing
“A trenchant, eternally zestful magazine... judgment and is a must for any student of
in the forefront of American film periodicals.” the cinema, matriculated or just armchair.”
—The International Film Guide —Small Magazine Review

“Cineaste is a unique voice in U.S. film culture. Long may it last!.”
—J. Hoberman

To subscribe or purchase a copy of our current issue, visit www.cineaste.com
Cineaste, 708 Third Avenue, Fifth Floor, New York, NY 10017-4201 ® cineaste@cineaste.com
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