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On April 18, 2018, the State of Israel will be celebrating its 70th anniversary and
the Cinematheques around the country are preparing long retro programs to join
the festivities. To mark the date, we asked Marat Parkhomovsky to poll Israel’s
film critics and find out their favorite Israeli films made since 1948. Though this
is no ultimate or absolute assessment of the local industry’s achievements, the
results show that despite everyone’s apparent preference for the 21st century
contribution, the favorite cover the entire filmmaking period in the country. Ari
Folman’s "Waltz with Bashir” (2008) got most of the votes but the three sharing
the next place, Efraim Kishon’s "The Blaumilch Canal” (1969), Rafi Bukaee’s
” Avanti Popolo” (1986) and Tawfik Abu Wael’s Arabic-speaking ”Atash” (“Thirst”,
2004) are the best proof that all periods are well represented in this list. Pablo
Utin, about to release these days a book dedicated to his study of the most
frequent theme in our cinema, the Israeli-Arab conflict, has provided us with
a concise analysis of the different approaches to this subject in our cinema.
Ofer Liebergall picked another often-explored topic, troubled youth, choosing
to compare Nissim Dayan’s ”"Light out of nowhere” (1973), by now a classic of
the Israeli cinema, with last year’s surprise success, Matan Yair’s ”Scaffolding”.
Also in this issue, following the recent release of Michael Gracey’s "The Greatest
Showman”, Yael Shuv looks at the many and various musicals using New York
for their background and inspiration, while Dean Klein, impressed by his latest
film, "Phantom Thread”, dedicated his piece to America’s maverick director, Paul
Thomas Anderson. Finally, as the Cinematheques are launching an extensive
season of Ingmar Bergman’s film, you can find here his famous ”Snakeskin”
essay and next to it, some reminiscences by the other giant who loomed over the
20th century cinema, Federico Fellini, talking about his childhood and first steps
behind the camera, in an interview he granted the Italian RAI a couple of years
before his death.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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