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Three movies are about to hit our screens, vastly different from each other,
though all of them have managed to grab international attention. “The Shape of
Water”, Venice’s Golden Lion winner, is a fairytale for adults, and most likely,
the first time that celebrated Mexican director Guillermo del Toro broke out of his
traditional “midnight madness” hunting grounds, to produce the kind of allegory
that will charm all audiences without exception, somewhere between ”“The
Beauty and the Beast” and "King Kong” and somehow even more accessible and
relevant to our times than these two. "Three Murders” marks a distinct departure
by leading Japanese director Hirokazu Kore-Eda from his moving, intimate,
deeply touching family fare. A murder mystery that seems to be no mystery
at all, since the culprit confessed to the crime even before the film began, this
encounter between a brash, arrogant lawyer and an introverted, reluctant suspect,
reveals so much more not only about family ties but also about law and justice,
which are not necessarily the same thing, and the elusive nature of truth, which
the law doesn’t seem to be too bothered with. As for “Good Time”, the latest trip
the Safdie brothers take us into the underbelly of New York, it will probably
please mostly younger audiences who will appreciate its pulsating rhythm and
brashly egocentric hero.

>

Also in this issue, to prepare for the African program scheduled to unspool at the
cinematheques in January, there is an introductory piece of Ousmane Sembene,
probably the most iconic figure in African cinema, written by his biographer,
Samba Gadjigo and focusing not only on Sembene the filmmaker, but also
the writer whose work was dedicate first and foremost to establish a true and
independent African identity. From the shelves of the forgotten masterpieces,
Shani Kiniso picked up for us “Eight hours do not a day make”, Rainer Werner
Fassbinder’s series from the early seventies, which was not pursued further since
its Marxist innuendoes didn’t make the producers very happy. Ofer Liebergal
picked some of the lightest fare in the output of prolific British filmmaker
Michael Winterbottom, to show us how his lush ”Trip” series are much more than
just a glimpse into the life of the rich and famous. Finally, Marat Parkhomovsky
adds another meeting with an Israeli filmmaker, this time it is with the director
of comedy thriller ”Big Shots”, veteran Yankul Goldwasser.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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