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Abbas Kiarostami, writer, poet, painter, still photographer, graphic designer and
one of the world’s leading and most original film makers of our time, died last
July, at the age of 76. The Iranian director, whose films successfully walked the
thin line between documentary and fiction, whose simple and unpretentious
approach, low budget productions, the antonym of everything Hollywood
believes in, no actors but real people, no super-heroes just regular persons,
managed not only to tell some of the most profoundly human and multi-layered
stories ever to be put on the screen. Whether it is the Kokker trilogy ("Where is
my friend’s home”, “Life Goes on”, "Into the Olive Trees”) or “Close-Up”, his
personal favorite among all his films, the rich tapestry of his apparently simple
plots was never less than amazing. An enthusiastic adept of the digital camera,
he used it as very few others ever did, whether to paint some of the most moving
and relevant portraits of life in Teheran, such as ”10”, or navigate into purely
experimental cinema, to wit "Five” or “Shirin”. Despite the conditions at home,
he always carefully refrained from anything like a political statement, but his
choice to make most of his later films in the West, is a clear enough hint of his
positions. His last and most comprehensive masterclass took place in Toronto,
early this year, when anew exhibition of his photographic work was accompanied
by two retrospective programs screened at the Ontario Cinematheque. With the
permission of Piers Handling, the director of the Toronto Film Festival, who
moderated the masterclass, we are bringing here a full translation of that two
hours conversation on stage.

>

Also in this issue, we have three separate and very personal interpretations of
Israeli cinema. Yael Munk goes back to the first part of the Ronit and Shimon
Elkabetz trilogy, “To Take a Wife”, looking for signs of the liberation that will
come two films later. Udi Neuman chose to analyse Yael Kayyam'’s “The Mountain”
from a gender perspective, suggesting the film offers its lead character a choice
between two options, emancipation or death. Oshra Schwartz offers her own
and quite controversial view of the Sabra image in Israel cinema. And still on the
topic of Israel cinema, Marat Parkhomovski interviews Uri Barbash, one of the
main issues discussed being the dilemma between ethics and esthetics.

Finally, Parkhomovski adds his own take on Hollywood’s superhero movies
inspired by the Marvel Comics and Danny Warth looks at Kent Jones documentary
dedicated to the iconic Hitchcock/Truffaut interview book and its impact on
subsequent generations of filmmakers.

Read and Enjoy.
Edna Fainaru
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