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Avraham Heffner, who passed away last September, was at the heart of many
controversies in the Israeli cinema. Some admired him all through his career,
sadly not productive enough, claiming he was one of the most significant
filmmakers we have ever had. Others believed his cinema was sending audiences
away, too literary and intellectual and insufficiently commercial, and for a long
time he was the symbol of everything that went wrong in the relations between
Israeli cinema and its audience. One thing, however, no one could deny: there
were very few interviewees who could match his wit, his perceptive points of
view and his entertaining conversation. As it is easy to see in selections from the
interview with Marat Parkhomovsky amd Yasmin Sasson, in which he speaks
mainly about the early days of his career.

As a follow up to the Tel Aviv mini-retrospective of Francois Truffaut, Danny
Muggia put together a biography of Antoine Doinel, the character featured in
four and a half Truffaut movies, from his early adolescence in Les 400 Coups,
through Antoine et Colette (an episode in the portmanteau film Love at Twenty),
Stolen Kisses, Bed and Board and finally Love on the run. Muggia treats Doinel
not as a character but as a real person, all the evidence he used for this biographic
sketch is pooled exclusively from Truffaut’s movies and by the time you read
through it, the separation that occurred between the director and his character
does seem inevitable. For a better view of Truffaut’s personal take on Doinel,
we add a collection of quotes from Truffaut interviews on line, focusing on his
relations not only with Doinel the character but also with the performer he was
identified with, Jean-Pierre Leaud.

From this summer’s festivals, we have an interview given by Mia Farrow at
Locarno moderated by Variety’s critic Jay Weissberg, a German film by Christian
Petzold, Phoenix, which opened in Toronto, with Petzold and his lead actress
talking about it, and a new film by an old director, The Dance of Reality by 85
years old Alejandro Jodorowsky, his first film in 23 years, in which he states yet
again his faith in every single one of his philosophical concepts that shook the
world through the late nineties.

And of course, a new Israeli film, Funeral at Noon. It was first unveiled in Haifa
last year and is finally due to be released in cinemas, most likely in December,
this year. Tom Shoval appreciative look at Adam Sanderson’s film argues this
is one of the more original and unusual films produced by the Israeli cinema in
recent years.

Read and Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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