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Yuval Adler’s Bethlehem is, no doubt, the most successful film to come out of
Israel in the course of 2013. Selected by three of the world’s most prestigious
festivals, Venice, Telluride and Toronto, winner of the top award in Haifa and of
six Ophirs distributed by the Israeli Film Academy, dealing with highly topical
subject, the relations between Israeli Internal Security agents and the Palestinians
they draft as their informers, not always in the most ethical manner, this well-
researched debut introduces a new and promising filmmaker that will no doubt
have much to say in the future. For those who attended this year’s Cannes and
are wondering about the similarity between Adler’s film and Hani Abu-Assad’s
Omar, the fact is that Bethlehem wrapped up first but due to the vagaries of
international film festivals, Omar was unwrapped before it.

Still on Israeli cinema, but from a completely different perspective, Marat
Parkhomovsky notes a certain fallacy that seems to have plagued some of our
recent films, a problem with the third act, or to put it plainly, endings that do
not quite fulfill the promises made in the picture’s early stages. A subject worth
exploring in depth.

The Tel Aviv Cinematheque is celebrating this year its 40th anniversary, and its
older Parisian brother will be raising a glass of champagne in its honor. More
precisely, the head of the French Cinematheque, Serge Toubiana, is due to come
in and bring with him a number of French films he has selected for the occasion.
Among them, we chose to focus on two. Meir Schnitzer reminds us that Vichy
government claimed Marcel Carne’s celebrated Quai des Brumes was one of
the reasons for the French defeat in WW2 and points out the ridicule in such
a pretense. Danny Muggia recalls one of Jacques Doillon’s most unusual films,
Ponette, which got a five years old girl, Victoire Thivisol, the Best Acting Award
in Venice. Withdrawn from the list of films that will make it to Tel Aviv, this is
no reason for us to forget it and support Toubiana’s original choice.

Koji Wakamatsu, a gangster to begin with, then a pornographer, a rebel who
courted the Red Army circles and ultimately, once he turned his back on them,
a fierce critic of Japan’s social and political system, was one of Japan’s most
colorful and unpredictable filmmakers. Rea Amit draws a portrait of this unusual
personality, killed in a traffic accident earlier this year. Following the full George
Cukor retrospective in Locarno, bound to travel soon all over the world, Jay
Weissberg tells us about the first steps of a film director who became one of
Hollywood’s undisputable top stylists.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru

Publisher: Alon Garbuz, Director of the Tel Aviv Cinematheque
Editor: Edna Fainaru

Editorial Board: Zvika Oren, Danny Warth, Danny Muggia, Dan Fainaru,
Shaul Shiran, Asher Levi, Meir Schnitzer, Pablo Utin
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