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In the course of the next few weeks, the Israeli Cinematheques will be paying
tribute to Igal Bursztyn, director of fiction and documentary films, writer,
teacher, lecturer at the Tel Aviv University and a key figure in the development
of the Israeli cinema. Insufficiently known only because he was much busier
doing his things than advertising them, making blockbusters wasn’t really his
goal in life, but for all those who have missed his work until now, here is the
chance to catch up with it. Not before they find out more about the man and his
work in the long interview with Pablo Utin we have in this issue.

3

The venerable British film monthly Sight & Sound has been polling, once every
decade, all the better known film critics in the world asking them what are the
best movies ever made, according to them. This year, they have more critics than
ever before, from more countries and more disciplines, but the outcome was
surprisingly enough, not that different. True, Hitchcock’s Vertigo replaced Citizen
Kane at the top of the list, but Kane still made it to the second place. Old warhorses
such as Renoir’s La Regle du Jeu or Eisenstein’s Potemkin have slightly moved, but
why should we go into it now, when Erez Dvora looks much deeper at the top 50
films and what their placing means in the context of cinema today?

»

Richard Pena was the director of the New York Film Festival for the last 25 years
and he’s had enough. For several years he has threatened to retire, he did it this
year and gives his reasons to the website of the Columbia University, the place
where he truly feels at home. Speaking of New York, Don De Lilo’s Cosmopolis,
published in 2003, a kind of requiem to the self-destructive capitalist system,
was supposed to be located there. David Cronenberg’s 2012 adaptation of the
novel was shot in Toronto, but remains otherwise entirely faithful to the novel.
In any case, it doesn’t matter too much since the story rarely leaves the stretch
limousine crossing metropolitan agglomerations. When first shown in Cannes,
this year, reactions were mostly negative, but Cronenberg’s numerous fans
claim he is back at the front of experimental cinema just like he once used to be.
Amir Vodka fully believes it.

»

Finally, after following a spectacular retrospective of Otto Preminger’s films in
Locarno, here is a survey of his career, Terrible Otto at his best and worst.

Enjoy.
Edna Fainaru

Publisher: Alon Garbuz, Director of the Tel Aviv Cinematheque
Editor: Edna Fainaru

Editorial Board: Zvika Oren, Danny Warth, Danny Muggia, Dan Fainaru,
Shaul Shiran, Asher Levi, Meir Schnitzer, Pablo Utin
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