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Following Eitan Green's award at the Montreal Film Festival, his new film "It All
BeginsAtSea-will be attheheartof o fult retrospective programrorganizedbythe- — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
Haifa Film Festival for the month of October, an event that will include a publication gg%e:rgr;aggr ~ looking down ’
dedicated to the director's cinema. A rare occurrence, Israeli festivals being usually Pablo Utin, Rharon Kasheles

reticent where retrospective programs are concerned, which is only hoped, will
be followed in future by others as well. Green, a director for over 30 years, has
been teaching cinema for all that time at the Tel Aviv University and has always
insisted, as a filmmaker, that less is more, in every respect. In a long interview with
Pablo Utin an Aharon Kashales, he talks about his films, about cinema in general,
naturally about "It All Begins at Sea" and exceptionally also about film direction as
a profession.

The Tel Aviv Cinematheque will be showing in the course of this month a panorama
of Chinese cinema, a selection of films covering much of the Chinese Cinema history.
To provide our readers with a clearer idea of what the Chinese Cinema really is, in
a period when cveryone considers himself an authority on the subject, we asked
Derek Elley, senior critic with Variery and one of the very few authentically erudite
specialists on the subject, for a brief, succinct overview of the stages which preceded
the massive recognition the chinese have gained in recent years. Additionally, Elley
also points out the difference between the perception of Chinese cinema in the eyes
of Western festival crowds and that of the Chinese themselves, at home.

Two filmmakers, one Egyptian the other Israeli, express their particular "credo”
each in his own way, but in our issue, next to each other. Youssef Chahine, who
passed away a few weeks ago, was invited in 1998 to give a master class at the
Cannes Film Festival, a lecture which turned into a long plea for the kind of cinema
he has always defended, poetic, personal and political at all times. One of Israel's
leading filmmakers, Ram Levy, who teaches at the Film Department of the Tel Aviv
University, an advocate of committed cinema, whose voice, he believes, should be
heard loud and clear, is telling that much to a new promotion of graduates ready to
go out and launch their own careers.

Fathers and sons, are dealt with twice in this issue, as well. Yahin Hirsch looks at a
number of films made by sons about their fathers, and family love and respect are not
always there. Nathanael Kahn loves and admires his parent, the late great architect
Louis Kahn, but Mark Wexler seems to be primarily concerned with settling open
accounts with his father, the celebrated DOP Haskell Wexler, while Malte Ludin is
simply horrified as he unveils the truth about his father, Hanns, an unabashed Nazi
leader to his dying day on the gallows. In a different frame of mind, Tom Shuval
surveys the attempt of documentary filmmaker Yair Lev to point a camera, almost
twenty years after he has done it first, at his father, Hugo, a Holocaust survivor, to
find out more about his past, and encountering the same reticence he met last time, a
reticence which sometimes is more eloquent than a thousand words.

Finally, in our masterpiece series, this time the film is "Rocco and his Brothers",
Luchino Visconti's saga of a Southern Italian family falling apart as it is trying its
luck in the unfriendly north of the country, about to undergo the first steps of the
Italian economic miracle. "Rocco and His Brothers" is, in a certain sense, Visconti's
goodbye to neo-realism he helped to engender a harbinger of the large operatic
canvasses to follow, such as "The Leopard" and "The Damned".
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