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The cinema is not a craft. It is an art. It does not mean team work. One is always

alone on the set as before the blank page. And to be alone, for Bergman it means to ask
questions. And to make films means answering them. Nothing could be more romantic."
Jean-Luc Godard

Two of the greatest filmmakers of our time died within a day of each other at the end of
July 2007. And though Godard was referring only to one of them in this quote, much of it
would have fit them both, perfeetly. Ingmar Bergman was 89, Michelangelo Antonioni
was 95, and each in his own way, has left a personal and profound imprint of cinema
history, their contribution radically changed not only the way films are made but even
more, the way films are thought of. Bergman, deeply rooted on the stage, dragged the
cinema up and placed it firmly on the same level with all the other arts. No longer an
entertainment, nor in need of pretending to be one, but a valid and legitimate tool to probe
some of the most complex and painful issue of human existence. His scripts are on par
with Ibsen and Strindberg, his amazing direction of actors has brought to the screen
unparalleled performances and his close-ups are unique in the history of cinema. The list
of ciassics he has produced is too long, also too well known, to be mentioned here all over
again, and age, though slowing him down, has never diminished his gifts, as his last film,
"Saraband" (2003), so amply proves.

As uncompromising and insistent to always have his own way, Michelangelo Antortioni’s
pace, his spare plots, his spectacular long shots which sometimes seemed to go on forever,
have created around him a universe like none other. Communication and the lack of it, have
always been central in his films, and if a real rebellion was necessary before "L'avventura"
was recogmzed in Cannes 1970 as a masterpiece on alienation in modern society, he has
since been admired, copied, also reviled and attacked but always recognized as a major
influence on the cinema of his time. Though paralyzed by a stroke over 20 years ago, he
went on, from his wheelchair, communicating with great difficulty with the people around
him, to direct "Beyond the Clouds" and plan yet another.

Back to the present issue. The Israeli cinema is doing better than ever this year and given
the international performance of "Beaufort”, "My Father, My Lord", "The Band's Visit"
and "Jellyfish", there is pretty good reason to be proud of our recent achievements. Pablo
Utin's interview with David Velach ("My Father, My Lord") reveals an unusual talent,
the son of an ultra-orthodox family (eighth out of 20 brothers and sisters) who chose at
25 a secular life, tried for a year to study cinema at the Open University, left and learned
everything he needed on his own. Talking about his film, whose amazing emotional impact
is all the more admirable given its toned down restraint, Volach, who has not grown up in
the filmmaking community and never shared its current lexicon, has his own references
to cinema and his own approach to it, quite different from any other you might encounter.
Also by Utin, later in this issue, in an attempt to analyze and understand the nature of
the new lsraeli cinema and its recent success, at home and abroad, he visualizes it as an
iceberg, whose hidden parts (that is its messages and arguments) were once revealed for
all to see, and which now has regained its natural position, requiring the audience to dig
in depths that were not always available before.

Another great filmmaker died recently, but unlike Bergman or Antonioni, he was barely
known outside the specialists of Asian cinema, his films rarely distributed and sparingly
acknowledged. His name was Edward Yang, one of the initiators of the Taiwanese New
Wave and probably the most mature of them all. An introductory piece on Yang and a
composite interview with him, combining things he told us all through last 25 years,
includes our encounter with him in Cannes 2000, when he picked a Best Director Award
for "A One and a Two", the only onc of his films distributed in Israel.

Also in this issue, the hidden side of Jacques Demy, whose films wilt be shown this
month at the Cinematheques, a review of two of the most fascinating Romanian films of
late, "the Death of Mr. Lazarescu” and "4 months, 3 weeks, 2 days”, and a glance across
the border at the Lebanese cinema, as it was presented this year in Cannes.

Read and enjoy.

Edna Fainaru

Cinema according to Volach
Pablo Utin

An interview with o different kind of
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Life as constant confusion
Dan Fainaru
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Uncertainty as a metaphor

Edna Fainaru
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lcebergs upside down and vice versa
Pabio Utin

What has changed in the new lsraeli
cinema

Only in films does one die of Jove
Danny Warth

The irony, sadness and pessimism
behind Jacques Demy's romanticism

Reality games, Romanian style
Yahin Mirsch

On "The Death or Mr. Lazarescu" and
"4 months, 3 weeks, 2 days"

Looking across the border
Alon Grabuz
Lebanese cinema in Cannes 2007
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