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osef Pitchhadze's third feature film "Year Zero", is about to be released these
days and we felt it was high time to focus on one of our more enigmatic filmmakers.
Pitchhadze, born in Tibilisi, Georgia, but an [sraeli director through and through,
came back from Berlin in 1996 with a couple of awards for his first film, "Under
Western Eyes", and since then he completed only two films more. Relatively little
has been published about him, he does not appear to court media for further attention,
but it is a more than a pleasant surprise, reading Pablo Utin's extensive interview
with him, to find out how exact and precisely defined are his notions about cinema
in general and his films in particular, far more so than the average filmmaker of his
generation. An impression confirmed by the film itself, the kind of secretive picture
which seems to deliver its finer points better at a second viewing.
In a completely different register, Japanese animator Hayao Miyazaki is in a certain
sense Japan's answer to Walt Disney. Not only because he is a prolific filmmaker
but also because his films have broken all box-office records in his country, have
gathered admirers across the world and have established him as the most successful
director in Japan today. Raz Greenberg, who has provided us with a profile of
Miyazaki, is in charge of two Hebrew websites dedicated to him.
In our festival section, one more look at the last Cannes festival, and a full report on
the Karlovy Vary 40™ festival which took place this year. In between, a reflection on
the epidemic of festivals that has descended upon our country, every single one of
them expecting, sooner or later, to milk the Film Council for funds, whether their
activity justifies it or not. Maybe it's about time to look before paying.
Yakhin Hirsch, an inveterate video consumer, is constantly amazed by the vast
choices displayed on the shelves of DVD stores these days and allows himself to
daydream about the great classics from the past and how they look now in their newly
fashioned digital versions. Most particularly, he talks about the films of Renoir and
Sirk that are now available again for everyone to see. And talking of classics, Danny
Warth offers a portrait of Jean Vigo, the legendary French director who died at the
age of 29, whose centenary is celebrated this year.
This is also an occasion for us to pay our respects to the memory of a dear friend and
one of Israel's leading authors, Dan Tzalka, who passed away a couple of months
ago. In one of our early issues, Cinematheque no. 59, Tzalka wrote a small piece to
express his admiration of "L'Atalante”. It is as vibrant and moving today as it was
then.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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