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After participating in festivals from Palm Springs and Seattle to Giffoni Vale

Piana, and collecting a bunch of awards, from the Moscow Youth Film Festival to
four distinctions at Festroia in Portugal - including best film, best script and the
FIPRESCI prize — a performance that very few Israeli film can begin to match, it
was high time for Shmuel Duvdevani to meet writer-director Shemi Zarhin and
have a long talk with him about cinema in general, and most particularly his own
cinema.

Speaking of Duvdevani, the interview he published with Avi Nesher in the previous
number of “Cinematheque”, raised some questions with one of Nesher’s colleagues,
film director and lecturer Aner Preminger. You will find here not only Preminger’s
comments following that interview, referring to the relations between academic
research and actual filmmaking in Israel, but next to them, Duvdevani’s answers

RS NI T SIS | RN DT RIS SRR T PRSILY JERPL NP SN
wincHt, We Nope, wiii cical Ui ait aird Ciariiy uic 155ucs.

Having already published in previous “Cinematheque” numbers several articles
dedicated to such recent films as “21 Grams”, the Matrix Trilogy or the two Kill Bills,
that have generated both scorn and enthusiasm but never left the audience indifferent,
it was about time for Danny Warth to delve into the issue of cinema narrative and
check what is happening to it these days. For this purpose he uses the afore-mentioned
examples and more — for instance Gus Van Sant’s “Elephant” - drawing a common
line between some of the more noticeable pictures of our times.

Karlovy Vary remains not only the most relevant spot for meeting Central European
cinema, but also one of those encouraging occasions where the combination of a
glorious scenery with the very evident enthusiasm of masses of young students, who
are willing to brave for ten days the occasional rains and thunderstorms (and there
were some, this year) and sleep outdoors, just to see all the new movies that commercial
distribution will most likely pass by. Even the cynics, who claim cinema is expiring,
can’t help being impressed. The same goes for the festival in Zagreb, which, according
to Zvika Oren’s enthusiastic report, is one of the two most important encounters of
the film animation world, whose importance goes way beyond Shrek’s swamp.

Finally, another trip back in time of the kind Yossi Halachmi likes so much, to the
early years of this country and its particular kind of rapport with the Seventh Art,
when there were still many doubts whether it is indeed an Art. Here, he brings up the
reception of a famous silent movie, “Danton”, starring the great Emil Jannings and
based — as much as a silent film could be based — on Georg Buchner’s play. The
year was 1922.
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