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hat is truth and what is fiction in a documentary film, where L. the Hero
b

is the border separating between them, is there an ethical
code documentarists should respect or does the end justify the
means? Can they manipulate facts, take them out of context and
change their meaning if it helps to reach the right conclusion?
In this issue, we try to look at these questions from an Israeli
perspective. Avi Mograbi kept close to facts and facts only for his
first film, "Reconstruction” which dealt with a much publicized
murder case, then used documentary footage in a satirical context
to tell an unlikely personal story in his second film, "How I learned
to overcome my fear and love Arik Sharon". Now, in a piece
originally wiitten for the French magazine "Trafic" hie explains
what determined the different approach in each of the two films.
Observing Israeli documentaries from another angle, Livia
Alexander deals with the popular genre of personal diaries

When do personal problems become
national issues
Livia Alexander / page 4

Reconstructions and Inventions
One director two films: the use of
truth and lies

Avi Mograbi / page 7

The Impact of Animation
Zvika Oren / page 15

among Soviet Ruins
At Karlovy Vary, new films from the
old Communist Empire

professing to represent, through individual perspective, the major Dan Fainaru/ page 11

problems facing the entire nation. Using as examples two of the Nelly
recent Wolgin awards, Dan Katzir's "Out for love... be back soon"
(1997) and Amit Goren's "Another Country" (1998), she wonders

. towhatextent do the particular and the general indeed converge

Her story is that of the Israeli cinema
Emil Knebel / page 15

in these films.

Also in this issue, we bid farewell to the legendary film editor
Nelly Gil'ad, one of the key figures of early Israeli film making
and we bring you one more installment of "100 years of Life and

Cinema in the Holy Land" covering the period 1958-67 . . .
100 Years of Life and Films in the
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