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EVERY SELF RESPECTING FILM PUBLICATION HAS A SECRET
DREAM: TO BE ONE DAY ASIMPORTANT AND AS INFLUENTIAL AS
THE "CAHIRES DU CINEMA". OR, TO BE ACCURATE, AS MUCH AS
THIS FRENCH FILM MAGAZINE WAS IN THE FIFTIES AND THE
EARLY SIXTIES. FIERCELY COMBATANT, FIGHTING
AGGRESSIVELY FOR ITS POSITIONS AND THROWING WILD
PUNCHES ALL AROUND AT OLD-FASHIONED,ESTABLISHED
DIRECTORS WHO HAD A STRANGLEHOLD OVER THE FRENCH
INDUSTRY, IT EFFECTIVELY LAUNCHED A NEW TYPE OF CINEMA
MADE BY THEIR OWN PALS, WHO SWITCHED FROM THE CRITIC*S
POISONED PEN TO THE FILM MAKERS* CAMERA. THE "CAHIERS”
ARE CELEBRATING THEIR 40TH ANNIVERSARY, A DATE THAT
SHOULDN‘T GO UNNOTICED.

BLACK CINEMA HAS BY NOW BECOME A FASHION OR A GENRE OR
MAYBE BOTH. FILMS BY BLACKS OR ABOUT BLACKS ARE
RESPONSIBLE FOR A CERTAIN IMAGE OF THE BLACK
COMMUNITY IN AMERICA, WHICH ISN'T SHARED BY ALL ITS
MEMBERS. ALBERT JOHNSON, A HIGHLY RESPECTED BLACK
FILM HISTORIAN AND A LECTURER ON ENGLISH LITERATURE IN
BERKELEY, ISAN AUTHORITY ON THE SUBJECT AND HAS OFTEN
EXPRESSED HIS RESERVES. MOST RECENTLY IN TWO EXTENSIVE
ARTICLES PUBLISHED BY "FILM QUARTERLY” IN AMERICA AND
TRANSLATED HERE WITH THE AUTHOR‘S PERMISSION. FIRST
INSTALLMENT IN THIS ISSUE, TO BE FOLLOWED, NEXT TIME, BY
THE SECOND HALF.

LAST, BUT NOT LEAST, ISEAELI CINEMA IS GOING BACK TO THE
LEBANON WAR IN ORDER TO DISCUSS PRESSING POLITICAL
ISSUES OF THE PRESENT. MEIR SCHNITZER TRIES TO ESTABLISH
WHETHER ANY CHANGES HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE ATTITUDE
OF THE LOCAL FILM MAKERS IN THIS RESPECT.

EDNA FAINARU
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