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The last time a full retrospective of Pier Paolo Pasolini’s films was screened
in Israel, it was in 1991. Since then, his films were sporadically shown, either
individually or, at times, in limited tributes, but the full program, even fuller
than anything that was displayed 24 years ago, is planned for the months of
September and October, this year, not only at the Tel Aviv Cinematheque but in
Haifa and Jerusalem as well. Writer, poet, publicist, political activist, painter,
filmmaker and film theoretician, Pier Paolo Pasolini is one of the most important
figures in the Italian cultural life of the 20th century. Born in Bologna in 1922,
killed at the hands of an adolescent homosexual in 1975, Pasolini’s original,
creative genius managed to leave an imprint on every aspect of the art and
public life of his country, not least of all on its cinema, which has not brought up
anything even slightly resembling his powerful, unique body of work.
Inevitably, we decided this is just the right time to dedicate this entire issue
to Pasolini’s work. It is no more than a modest gesture, given his enormous
contribution to the art of cinema, not only as a filmmaker but also as a theoretician
whose opinions often caused no less controversy than admiration.

With the help of Roberto Chiesi, the head of the Pasolini Research Center at
the Cineteca di Bologna, who was also instrumental in putting together the
films to be displayed in Israel, we attempt first an historical review of his work,
followed by a reflection on his myth, as vibrantly alive today as it ever was.
Danny Warth adds a brief notice on Accattone and his prophetic dream, a first
film announcing not only much of Pasolini’s future approach to cinema but also
his end. In an old Film Comment copy of 1965, we found an interview he gave
American writer and filmmaker James Blue, discussing not only The Gospel
According to St. Matthew which had just come out at the time, but also his basic
ideas about making films and directing actors. Film Comment brought out the
interview again in 2007, when MoMA was showing a Pasolini retrospective,
we're following their example now. Finally, in 1991, when the first retro program
was brought to Israel, we published two projects which Pasolini entertained with
his friend, Sergio Citti (brother of his favorite actor, Franco Citii). The projects
never materialized, we found them in Cinecritica, a publication of the Italian
Film Critics Association and translated it. Now, 24 years later, for the benefit of
new generations, we’re publishing them again.

Read and Enjoy.
Edna Fainaru
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