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B 0 begin with, may we say good bye to a
good friend and a great filmmaker who
V passed away recently, and he is only 80.
For many, Claude Chabrol was the least
significant of the New Wave leaders,
less than the modernist Resnais, the

revolutionary Gedard or the impetuous

Truffaut. Now, as he is no longer with us
and we look back at the 70 odd titles he signed, it seems that just
like the man he admired most, Alfred Hitchcock, Chabrol himself
was the kind of filmmaker who addressed first and foremost

the audiences. He never pretended his films were all perfect but
when closely observed now, his body of work offers vast, often
profound, always entertaining observations on human nature,
which many would consider jaundiced if not for the whimsical
smile always hidden behind every statement. Chabrol would
have been the last person on earth to take his work too seriously,
but at least he had the satisfaction to see how many others were
doing it recently.

Alse in this issue, we have an interview with Joelle Alexis,
Belgian-born, Tel Aviv-based editor whose collaboration with
Yael Harsonski on her film, “Film: Unfinished” has produced
what is probably the most impressive Israeli documentary work
of the year. From Venice we picked the three winning films, and
added things the filmmakers themselves had to say about them
and from Toronto we introduce the trio which drew most of the
attraction in one of the world's most important film festivals.
Benedek Flieghauf's latest film, “Womb”, was screened at the
Haifa Film Festival, the Hungarian director was supposed to
introduce it but because of family problems never made it,

but we have an interview in which he explains his intentions
and wishes in this film which suggests that thanks to modern
technology, love may be able to beat even death. And since we're
talking about the future, a 37 years old series by Germany's
most important post-war director, Rainer Werner Fassbinder, is
brought back to the sereens. An untypical work for the director,
its venture into a world consisting of simulations of simulations
of simulations, suggest, as Erez Dvora hints, a sort of “Truman
Show” raised to the nth degree.

Finally, going back 60 years, Ron Fogel recalls the films of
Jacques Tourneur, the director who was responsible for three
classic horror-suspense pictures, ““Cat People”, “I walked with

a Zombie” and “The Leopard Man”, then directed a highly
entertaining adventure film, “The Flame and the Arrow”, a
classic noir, “Out of the Past” and pretty much disappeared from
the limelight. He is still here, with us, in this issue.

Read and enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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