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Tuncel Kurtiz, who passed away barely a month ago at the age of 77, was a close
friend, not only ours but of the Tel Aviv Cinematheque and of the city of Tel
Aviv as well. He lived here for two years, played in two films, Nissim Dayan’s
”A Narrow Bridge” and Shimon Dotan’s “Smile of the Lamb”, which got him a
Berlin Silver Bear for his performance. But beyond that, Kurtiz was one of the
most powerful and energetic personalities of the Turkish stage and screen, the
films he made with his friend Yilmaz Guney got him an international reputation
and lots of troubles with the Turkish authorities and indeed caused him to spend
many years in the safety of exile. Back home, in recent years, his performances
in films and particularly in enormously popular TV series finally brought him
the kind of success that he had been often denied in the past, when his projects
were often too challenging and his political opinions too radical for comfort.
In an interview he gave Ebru Capa of the Turkish monthly GQ Turkyie, his life
story sounds more like a fictional odyssey and you better believe he left plenty
of details out.

>

”Sweets”, Josef Pitchadze’s new film, seems to have scared not only international
festivals but also the jury in Haifa which seems to have looked the other day.
An unusual piece of work, to be sure, and one of the more outspoken metaphors
of the Israeli-Arab conflict involving not only the participants in the area, but
the foreign meddlers as well, “Sweets” is about to be released in the course of
the next month, and Shmulik Duvdevani met Pitchadze to hear more about his
intentions.

>

On the occasion of a Hitchcock Silents season planned for February at the
Cinematheques, courtesy of the British Council, you will find here Hitchcock’s
version of shooting his first one, ”Pleasure Garden”, Guillermo del Toro’s
admiring gaze at the many things we should all learn from the master and BFI’s
Briony Dixon’s account of the restoration process which brought these films
back to life.

>

Finally, Rea Amit is still shocked and amazed by one of the most disturbing
documentaries of recent years, “The Act of Killing” by Joshua Oppenheimer,
looking in a most unusual way at the 1965 genocide in Indonesia.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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