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For most Israeli film buffs, Avraham Heffner is a concept rather than an actual
filmmaker. Few of them have seen his films and to recent generations he is better
known as a charismatic teacher at the Tel Aviv University, who has published
quite a few remarkable books and once upon a time made some films, or so it
seems. In this respect, the publication of the scripts of his four feature length
films and a long short that preceded them is a real event, a chance for many who
might have heard but never met Heffner’s work on the screen, to find out how
much they missed. A master of his craft who made pictures about simple people
and simple problems, which turned out to be anything but simple, his output is
as meager as all that because producers always thought he is poison at the box
office and Film Funds, once they came into existence, preferred to put their trust
and money in younger filmmakers.

>

The first part of this issue is celebrating the long awaited release of his scripts in
print, with quotes from the book itself published by Keter Publishing, a thorough
analysis of his work by Meir Schnitzer and the point of view of the younger
generation represented by Marat Parkhomovsky.

>

Also in this issue, we have interviews with two Israeli directors whose films
have just come out. Prior to its premiere at the Tel Aviv Cinematheque, Avi
Mograbi’s “Once I entered a garden”, was screened at the Rome Film Festival
and we interviewed him there. "The Ballad of the Weeping Spring”, Benny
Torati’s tribute to Oriental music, westerns, Kurosawa and more, has just been
released commercially in Israel and Pablo Utin talks to him about his sources of
inspiration and his particular way of making films.

»

The new Bond caper ”Skyfall” has split the ardent followers of the most famous
MIé6 agent. Some believe that director Sam Mendes has finally pulled the series
out of the doldrums, lent it weight and meaning and sent Bond on a new path to
glory. Others feel that everything Bond used to stand for, from the Vodka Martini
to luscious blondes, is about to be lost, a symbol of our times is swept away
and they can’t help being sorry about it all. The two opinions, for and against
”Skyfall”, are signed by Shmulik Duvdevani and Yaron Shamir.

>

Finally, our secret agent for Japanese cinema, Rea Amit, strikes again with a
survey of the celebrated Keisuke Kinoshita, a director who may not be fully
appreciated in the West, but at home, he has often surpassed his better known
colleagues, in the opinion of the Japanese film critics.

Enjoy.
Edna Fainaru
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