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The Thessaloniki Film Festival celebrated in November its 60" anniversary and
the motto which accompanied it ail through was the classic question “Wity Cineiia
Now”. Many think it should have been asked a long time ago given the condition of
the Seventh Art, others believe it does better than ever, the Festival prepared a large
and colorful coffee table book in which it put together the answers they got from
numerous guests it hosted through the years. Out of them, we picked a representative
handful, including Angelopoulos, Fatih Akin, Coppola and Kitane, and here are
their answers, as different as you expect them to be.

In 1964, Akiva Modlinger published a piece in the late daily *“LaMerkhav” entitled
“The Sallah Shabattism™ in which he warned against the dangers lurking behind the
tremendous success of Ephraim Kishon’s picture (still the most lucrative in the
history of Israeli cinema) for the national cinema. Forty five years later, film director
Eitan Green, who teaches cinema at the Tel Aviv University, unearthed the piece
and was curious to find out what would today’s opinion-makers think of it. Green
himself, Shmulik Duvdevani and Meir Schnitzer register their takes of the popular
comedy in the light of 2009.

“Black Bus”, Anat Tzuria’s award-winning third film on the treatment of women in
the Orthodox community, was edited by Era Lapid, one of the country’s best known
editors, who has been teaching her profession now for many years in the country’s
cinema schools. In conversation with Tamar Yaron she discusses not only her work
on Tzuria’s documentary but her views on editing in general.

Last year, Erez Dvora came up with his first installment of “American Films in
the 70s”, then went back home, thought for a while, and here he is with the second
installment, a third one due to come up soon. This time, Dvora focuses on films that
dealt with the particular hang-ups of the period, be it dysfunction on personal level
or national paranoia.

Also in this issue, the world is rediscovering one of Bollywood’s greatest Guru Dutt
and retro programs of his films from the late fifties and early sixties are doing the
rounds. Sure enough, the Dutt program will also be coming to Tel Aviv in January.
To prepare for it, we have a piece from the Indian magazine Cinemaya written by
Partha Chaterjee, introducing Dutt, who despite his early death (39) left his imprint
on the popular Indian cinema. Finally, a review of a new book in Hebrew, “Close-
up — Reflections on Cinema” in which author Igal Bursztyn suggests non-academic
thought might lead to a better appreciation of their qualities.

Edna Fainaru

Why Cinema Now?
Quotes from Thessaloniki survey A
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