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S eems as if every summer there are a few more festivals added to the already
crowded calendar and for once we tried to attend as many as we could. Which doesn't
mean much, for at the same time we were in one place, there were at least two other
festivals going on somewhere else. In this issue, we're offering reports of the three
leading events of the late summer, Locarno, Venice and Toronto (in chronological
order). We chose them, because most of the relevant new films of this season were
unveiled at one or another of these events. On other festivals, whosc most distinctive
feature wasn't always in their programs, please wait until our next issue.

We open this month with the personal reflections of a well-known Israeli artist, Tziona
Shimshi, a film buff who has already expressed her opinions in these pages on various
aspects of Israeli documentary cinema. This time, she has a bone to pick with the
approach of various films officially supposed to present intimate portraits of her artist
colleagues. For some reason, many of these documentaries have generated clashes
between the filmmakers who presumed they should be sole masters over the films
they make, and the artists, their subjects, who were less than happy with the image
they projected on screen. Pointing out the ethical conflict of interest in these films
is an imperative, to say the least, even though there is rarely a magical solution that
could satisfy filmmaker, artist and audience at the same time.

The Tel Aviv Cinematheque is paying tribute, this month to Canada's David
Cronenberg, one of the most respected contemporary filmmakers, whose forays into
the dark recesses of the human soul have brought forward a body of work that has
been often uncomfortably (or for some, very comfortably) close to nightmarish.
Danny Warth looks at Cronenberg's cinema and his particular idiosyncrasies, of
which there are many, at the moment when his latest film, "A History of Violence",
possibly the least shocking and easiest to accept of all his pictures, has just been
released.

Finally, two interviews by Emanuel Levy, a leading American film critic of Israeli
origins, allow us to meet a couple of the most distinguished and original directors
working in films today, Jim Jarmusch and Terry Gilliam. Jarmusch's most opulent
production, "Broken Flowers" has just hit the screens this fall, while "Brothers Grimm"
is one of the two films recently completed by Gilliam, as weird and unpredictable
as all of his films are.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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