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The israeli filmmaker revealed in this month’s issue isn’t really unknown.
Ronit Alkabetz is one of the most popular female stars in Israel, but it is the first
time, with “To Take a Wife”, that she moves across to the other side of the camera,
working together with her brother Shlomi, to tell an intensely personal story. Already
acclaimed in Venice, selected for London and Thessaloniki, the Alkabetz siblings
obviously did something right and the interview reveals how they went about it.

A couple of years ago, at the Cannes Film Festival, after the screening of Alexander

— " Sokuorov's-~“Father-and Son>-a Russian journalist stopped us on the street and asked_

our opinion: how does the film look, what chances does it have in the West, will it
be awarded or not. We tried to assure him of the film’s importance and only then did
he introduce the person accompanying him, a member of the Russian Film Commission
in charge of distributing funds for new projects. The man explained that he wanted
to find out whether they where not putting their money on films that no one wants
to see. Luckily our answer, and the International Film Critics Award a couple of days
later, convinced him that nothing was wrong with Sokurov’s films.

As this is being written, it is still not quite clear which films by Sokurov will be
included in the Lenfilm program planned by the cinematheques for December. One
thing is prety certain, there will be quite a few of them. And it’s about time. The only
Sokurov fiim distributed commercially until now in Israel is “Russian Ark”, and its
success will hopefully generate enough curiosity to tempt cinephiles to see more.
As Andrei Plakhov, Sokurov’s friend and to a certain degree protector, says in the
article included in this month’s issue, Sokurov’s career strides two eras. Born and
educated under the Soviet regime, prevented from showing his films for seven years
before Gorbachev’s perestroika, he was finally allowed to meet his audience when
the special committees instituted to air the censorship cellars, took his films off the
raft. Since then his films have remained among the most controversial and discussed,
in Russia and abroad, the films of an artist who insists on going his own way and
never compromising, whatever the price.

In this issue, we have, thanks to the permission of BFI’s “Sight & Sound” monthly,
Ian Christie’s interview with Sokurov after the London screening of “Russian Ark”.
Also, thanks to the permission of the Torino Film Festival, which had a full retrospective
of his work last year and published an impressive book on his career, we included
Plakhov’s reminiscences of the early Sokurov coming to light, Sokurov’s own
reflections on his film “Days of Eclipse”, which refers very much to the recent Soviet
past and Nick Cave’s emotive reaction after seeing “Mother and Son”, all of them
taken from the aforementioned book, “Cinema Eclipses”. And our own contribution,
Daniel Warth opinion on “Moloch”.

The festival round-up, as usual at this time of the year, is pretty crowded, due to the
agglomerated August-September season. Therefore, here they are, one after the other,
Locarno, Venice, Toronto and San Sebastian, Lots of festivals out of which we tried
to pick the best or at least the most interesting.

Enjoy.
FEdna Fainaru
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