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and “Lovesick”, his two previous films, both had the same distinction, not
only were they the most successful pictures in their respective years (1990
and 1995) but they also managed, like his latest, “Nina’s Tragedies”, to be
a favorite with both the audience and the critics. A rare and remarkable feat
anywhere in the world, certainly in Israel. In the opening interview of this
issue, Gavison reveals his approach to cinema and his painstaking method
of constructing his complex scripts, explaining the particular kind of satisfaction
he draws in the process.

Israeli publishers seem to have lost some of their suspicious attitude towards
cinema literature and lately, we are witnessing a new and most welcome
phenomenon - several books dedicated to the seventh art have come out in
recent months. We focus here on two of them, Danny Muggia’s reflections
on the 100 films he likes best, and Ariel Schweitzer’s response to Meir
Schimtzer’s review on his book “The New Sensitivity - Modern Israeli
Cinema in the 60s and 70s”, published in our last number.

Daniel Warth has waited with his homage to Yasujire (zu, one of the
world’s greatest film makers ever, born 100 years ago (1903) and died 40
years ago, for a very simple reason. Ozu was born and died on exactly the
same day of the year, December 12, sixty years apart. One of those very few
directors whose every frame bears his own personal stamp and whose style
was considered by the Japanese for many years too sober and rigorous to be
revealed to the vulgar Western eye, he is by now universally admired, having
influenced modern cinema everywhere around the globe.

A quick glance over two of the leading late summer festivals, confirm once
again that 2003 may not have been a really glorious year for the cinema, but
despite it, there are still quite a few films worth seeing and remembering,
our only hope being that sooner or later they will reach our screens as well.
Finally, two reflections on war in films. David Shalit looks again at “Saving
Private Ryan” to find in it an unexpected dimension of Spielberg’s Jewishness.
And for those who suspect that war has been invented in order to provide
CNN with Breaking News, Yossi Halachmi reminds us of cameramen who
wanted to catch the real thing with their lenses already in 1898.
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This was a sad month for the Israeli cinema. Brazilian-born, Paris-

educated David Perlov (73), for many years a guiding light for entire
generations of Israeli filmmakers, a director whose documentaries were
among the first to be recognized for their imaginative, poetic and personal
approach, and whose monumental "Diary" is still considered as an unparalleled
master achievement of our cinema, passed away after a long illness. Yakhin
Hirsch, for many years a close associate of Perlov, still shooting recently
some additional footage for him, recalls the man whose vast culture and
intense view of cinema as an integral part of the arts family never failed to
amaze. Just a few days before Perlov, a much younger Israeli film director
and producer, Rafi Bukai, only 47, was defeated by the malignant disease
he had been fighting for almost his entire life. Bukai's first feature film
"Avanti Popolo" is still regarded as a milestone in the history of the Israeli
cinema, one of those rare occasions when subject, treatment, means of
production and nature of locations blended to perfection into a moving
humanist message of the kind our cinema has rarely, if ever, witnessed. Gidi
Dar remembers him not only as a close friend but also as a producer who
was committed body and soul to every single project he entered and who
was still distributing, on his dying bed, final instructions for his last project,
which happened to be Dar's TV movie "The Guests".

And on the other topics of this issue. Yael Munk looks at the contribution
of women in Israeli cinema, not only in the direction department but also as
producers, writers, editors, and of course in the acting profession, highlighting
those who have marked our cinema in the course of the last fifty years. One
such example is Michal Aviad, interviewed for us by Keren Ben Dov. Aviad,
one of the most prolific documentarists in the country, discusses her personal,
political and cinema views, all of them reflected in her films.

"The Matrix" trilogy, whether one appreciates it or not, and many people
don't, has become an icon of what modern cinema is all about. That is, modern
cinema, Hollywood style. When something touches as many people as this
specific work of the Wachovsky brothers does, a closer look is indicated.
Which is exactly what Ido Hartogsohn does, analyzing the trilogy as a
religious epic and suggesting that other interpretations could be equally
relevant. Notice for further explorations.

Yakhin Hirsch's review of the new collection of Chaplin films on DVD and
Daniel Warth's reports on Irma Klein's book of interviews with Amos Gitai
refer to a kind of cinema that is of course diametrically opposed to anything
the Matrix stands for. Finally, we have three festival reports, one dedicated
to San Sebastian and the Preston Sturges retrospective program displayed
there, the second to Pusan, the main venue these days for Asian cinema, and
the third to Bologna, the archive festival drawing more film buffs every year
to its display of classic movies restored.

Edna Fainaru
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