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Ifred Hitchcock is unique in the annals of cinema. A
sophisticated filmmaker whose pictures delighted the masses, he was
equally admired by the critics for their rich fabric - though it must be
said the critics caught on a bit late to the fact that there was more in
them than meets the eye. This year, the world of cinema celebrated the
centennary of Hitchcock's birth and we join in with a translation of a
lecture he gave in New York, some sixty years ago, about the art (he
would have said the technique) of writing for the cinema. To this, we
added Daniel Warth's glossary of Hitchcock terms, terms that either
originated with the director himself or with one of the many followers
who analyzed and praised his work, around the world.

The Documentary Forum chose to dedicate this month's column to
interviews with three of the leading film editors (should one say film
when most of the work is done nowadays on video?) in the country,
their personal observations reflecting on the general state of documentary
work in Israel.

The story of Tel Aviv as the film capital of the country is taken one step
further by Yossi Halachmi, using this time David Tartakover's collection
of film posters from 1928-34.

The festival crop includes reports from Venice and Toronto. And finally,
an old debt to settle. The magnificent picture of David Perlov for the
cover of our 100th issue was taken by Yakhin Hirsch, who is not only
a member of our editorial board but also a documentarist, a director of
photography and a still photographer. The credit was forgotten at the
time, we are correcting the error now. Better late than never.

Edna Fainaru
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