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[ his issue of Cinematheque is dedicated to the memory of a dear friend
and true scholar, recently deceased on his way to present yet one more of

the numerous tributes to film icons he has been so very well known for.
Prof. Albert Johnson was more than just a very erudite film person, he was an
authentic, enthusiastic, full time film buff in every sense of the word. Born in
Harlem, the son of a physician and a former "Cotton Club" dancer, he graduated
from Berkeley, went for post-graduate studies
to Oxford, UK, while in Britain started writing
for Sight&Sound and went on doing it for the
next ten years. Back in Berkeley, he joined the
Department of African-American studies, teaching
courses on Third World Cinema and on the
Cinema of Minorities in the US .He also Co-
founded the prestigious "Film Quarterly"
magazine, considered one of the most serious
film publication in the U.S. He was associated
with the San Francisco Film Festival from 1963,
he programmed it from 1965-72 and was its
director in 1980-1. Probably one of the top
authorities on film musicals in the world, he
became famous for his tributes to Hollywood
legends on the stage of this festival, not only to Fred Astaire and Busby Berkeley
but also John Ford, Howard Hawks, Lilian Gish, Rita Hayworth and Rosalind
Russell, to mention only a few. In recent years he went on presenting this kind
of tributes in many other festivals as well.
He toured the world extensively for the USIS lecturing on American cinema, and
in this capacity he first came to Israel in the early seventies to talk about American
cinema during the Depression. Next he returned to teach a semester at the Tel
Aviv University, at the newly founded Film Department. This summer he was
here again, a member of the jury at the International Students Film Festival.
A lovely, kind, youthful looking man whose personal charm was irresistible, he
was liked and admired by everyone he met. Not only at all the international film
festivals he regularly visited, but also by his students, whom he always treated
as friends and equals, refusing to compromise only on one subject: he expected
them to be as committed in their love and devotion to cinema as he himself was.
He could not care less about color of skin, race or nationality, he rejected
preconceived ideas and politically correct rules, once he liked a film he embraced
it, whatever its source or the identity of the director. We shall miss him.

Edna Fainaru
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