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Vittorio de Sica - Special Issue
Published with the assistance of The Italian Cultural Center

. ittorio de Sica's film career is a strange one. A popular film star
before the war, a major film director and a leader of the neorealist
movement in post-war Italy, he produced in the brief space of five years
(1946-51) three of the greatest films ever made in Europe. Then, in a
quick about face, he turned back to commercial cinema, not only as an
actor but also as a film maker. Whatever praise was showered on him
subsequently, couldn't hide the fact that none of the films he made after
1951, even the most successful, professional or ambitious ones (from
"Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow" to "The Garden of Finzi Contini") could
match the rigorous perfection, the magnificent humanity and the pure
poetry of "The Bycicle Thieves", "Miracle in MIlan" and "Umberto D."
It is this ambiguity that may finally help the tribute paid to De Sica by
the Israeli Cinematheques, for which great thanks are due to the help
of the Italian Institute in Tel Aviv, to become a rousing success. For
whoever will take flight in despair at the grim reality of "Sciuscia” can
always find solace in the light comedy of "Marriage, Italian Style". De
Sica was equally adroit in handling them both.
Next to De Sica, in this issue, an entire section devoted to the Polish
cinema, without doubt one of the most exciting and original in Europe.
Some of the best Polish films ever will be screened by the Tel Aviv
Cinematheque in the course of the next month, and to accompany them,
we have a number of reflections on the past and present of this cinema,
as well as a chronology of its major milestones, to assist those who
would like to rediscover the likes of Wajda, Kieslovski, Zanussi, early
Polanski and many others. Finally, Ruthie Peres discusses her new tv
films, which will also be featured in next month's program.

Edna Fainaru

The Retrospective of Vitorio de Sica is held thanks to Prof. Franco
Massaia and Dr. Miriam Levi Liuzzi, The ltalian Cultural Institute in
Tel Aviv, and Cinecitta Studios in Rome
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