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In a radio interview broadcast recently, British director
Peter Greenaway claimed there hasn't been one real innovative
drive in world cinema since the advent of the New German
Wave, 30 odd years ago. Which is probably true. Looking at
that phenomenon, from the perspective of the nineties, only
two film-makers have indeed left their mark: Rainer Werner
Fassbinder and Wim Wenders. Fassbinder’s work was reviewed
again last year in an extensive retrospective program screened
by the Cinematheque. This time, it is a full Wenders program
covering all his pictures, from the early shorts and up to his
most recent film, shot with his students at the Munich Film
School and dedicated to the Skladanovski brothers, Germany's
early film pioneers, and including an exhibition of his work
as a photographer at the Gothe Institute.

Whether one is an admirer or not, and lately there have been
quite a few critical voices raised against him, Wenders is
certainly one of the most influential film-makers alive, a
director who, whatever subject he chose to deal with, always
made films about cinema, about the way it is or it should be
made, about the obstacles and the dedication and the love and
affection he has for this medium, but also the despair and
frustration at its various limitations.

Practically our entire issue is dedicated this time to Wim
Wenders, the films he made seen through his own eyes and
the eyes of those who look at them now. A full bio fimography
will help the readers follow the traces of this indefatigable
film militant, whose films as well as his political activities
have always had one clear goal: preserve his beloved Art, the
Cinema, from the danger of extinction that, at times, seem
inevitable.

We wish to express our thanks to the Goethe institute Tel Aviv
for their help with the publication of this special issue.

Edna Fainaru

The Wim Wenders retrospective is held in
cooperation with the Goethe Institute.
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