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\Cinematheque

FIRST, AN APOLOGY. DUE TO CIRCUMSTANCES BEYOND OUR

CONTROL - MONEY MATTERS OF COURSE - WE HAD TO SKIP ONE -

ISSUE, THE SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER ONE. SOME OF THE MATERIAL
GATHERED FOR IT, MAINLY CONCERNING THE NEW ISRAEIIILI
FILMS WHICH CAME OUT THIS SUMMER, WE ARE PUBLISHING
NOW. AFTER ALL, IT*S IMPOSSIBLE TO IGNORE “LIFE ACCORDING
TO AGFA”, AN EVENT AS FAR AS ISRAELI FICTION FILMS ARE
CONCERNED, OR “1966 WAS A GOOD YEAR FOR TOURISM*“ WHICH
OPENED NEW PERSPECTIVES FOR ISRAELI DOCUMENTARIES.

OUT OF THE AUTUMN CROP OF NEW FILMS, THE TWO
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS ARE SURELY BY DAVID
CRONENBERG ("NAKED LUNCH*) AND JACQUES RIVETTE (LA
BELLE NOISEUSE”). BOTH AVANTGARDE PICTURES WHICH®
SURPRISINGLY, MANAGED TO BREAK THROUGH THE
DIFFIDENCE OF COMMERCIAL DISTRIBUTION. THEIR SUCCESS
MAY WELL PROVE ISRAELI AUDIENCES ARE NOT AS LIMITED OR
PREDICTABLE IN THEIR TASTE AS THE INDUSTRY TENDS TO
BELIEVE.

CHINESE FILMS HAVE LAUNCHED A MASSIVE OFFENSIVE ON
THE FESTIVAL SCENE THIS SUMMER. NOT ONLY FROM TAIWAN
AND HONG KONG, BUT ALSO FROM MAINLAND CHINA, WHOSE
PAST RETICENCE TO OPEN UP AND SHOW ITS PRODUCT ABROAD
HAS BEEN PRETTY FRUSTRATING. THEREFORE,
ACCOMPANYING A SURVEY OF THE FILM EVENTS IN LOCARNO,
EDINBURGH, MONTREAL AND VENICE, WE LOOK AT THE
CHINESE FILMS DISPLAYED IN THE 1992 SUMMER FESTIVALS,
AND REPORT FROM INSIDE CHINA ON THE SET OF CHEN KAIGE'S
NEW FILM "FAREWELL TO THE CONCUBINE".

EDNA FAINARU

CINEMATHEQUE, A Bi-Monthly Film Magazine Published by the Tel-Aviv Cinematheque

AS IF 1 WAS ASKING FOR THE
POPE’S BLESSING Edna Fainaru ]

David Cronenberg talks about "Naked Lunch”
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Who’s Who in Assi Dayan’s new film

Idit Alfandari []

THE AUDIENCE LAUGHED AT
WRONG MOMENTS

An Interview with Assi Dayan

Edna Fainaru & 10
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BEHIND THE ARTIST'S HAND Danny Muggia 14

Jacques Rivette’s "La Belle Noiseuse”

I STILL DREAM IN ENGLISH Yael Shuv 18

An Interview with Amit Goren, director of "1966 Was A Good Year
for Tourism”

ON THE EDGE OF THE CENSOR’S
SCISSORS Wouter Barendrecht 22

Report from Beijing: Chinese filmmakers struggle to have their
films shown in China

MORE FESTIVALS THAN FILMS Dan Fainaru 24
Locarno, Edinburgh, Montreal, Venice 1992

VIDEO Yakhin Hirsch 33
Alfred Hitchcok’s "The Wrong Man”
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TEN MORE YEARS HAVE LAPSED SINCE THE LAST TIME "SIGHT
AND SOUND” ASKED FILM CRITICS ABOUT THE TEN BEST FILMS
EVER, AND, IN WHAT HAS NOW BECOME A TRADITION, THEY DID
IT AGAIN. THIS TIME, THEY ALSO POLLED A SUBSTANTIAL LIST
OF FILM DIRECTORS, AND PUBLISHED THE RESULTS IN THEIR
NOVEMBER ISSUE. 132 CRITICS AND 101 DIRECTORSRESPONDED,
THE BFI PUBLICATION COMPUTED THEM SEPARATELY AND THE
RESULTS INDICATE, AS EXPECTED, THAT PEOPLE WHO MAKE
FILMS AND THOSE WHO WRITE ABOUT THEM DON'T ALWAYS SEE
EYE TO EYE, ALSO THAT FILM APPRECIATION IS NOT QUITE THE
EXACT SCIENCE SOME SCRIBES WOULD LIKE TO BELIEVE. THE
COMPUTED LISTS OF THE TEN BEST AND A SELECTION OF
VOTERS AND THEIR CHOICES IS ACCOMPANIED BY MEIR
SCHINTZER’S REFLECTIONS ON THE MEANING OF ALL THIS IN
THE CONTEXT OF CINEMA TODAY.

AS "LIFE ACCORDING TO AGFA” HAS ALREADY BECOME THE
MOST TALKED ABOUT ISRAELI FILM OF THE YEAR, ANDMIRACLE
OF MIRACLES, ALSO A COMMERCIAL SUCCESS, IT WAS
INEVITABLE THAT WE SHOULD COME BACK TO IT, THIS TIME
OBSERVING IT NOT ONLY FROM A CINEMATIC BUT ALSO A
MORAL POINT OF VIEW.

AT THE OTHER END OF THE ISRAELI FILM SPECTRUM FROM
“AGFA” THERE IS "EDDIE KING”, RECENTLY AWARDED A
BRONZE MEDAL IN LOCARNO. DIRECTOR GIDI DAR INDEED
REJECTS IN HIS INTERVIEW THE TRADITIONAL WAY OF MAKING
FILMS IN THIS COUNTRY AND BELIEVES HIS GENERATION, THE
UNDER-THIRTIES, SEE LIFE AND CINEMA NOW FROM AN
ENTIRELY DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE.

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE, A REVIEW OF THE EGYPTIAN FILMS BASED
ON THE NOVELS OF NAGHIB MAKHFOUZ, WRITTEN BY CAIRO
FILM CRITIC SAMIR FARID, REPORTS FROM TWOQ FESTIVALS,
ANIMATION IN OTTAWA AND THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL ONE
IN  THESSALONIKI, FEATURING RETROSPECTIVES OF
CASSAVETES AND KAIROSTAMI.

EDNA FAINARU

88 "X E {993 NI R E NI FERrD FRNTS L9350 LD Y SRS

GOOD TASTE IS A MATTER OF Meir Schnitzer 4

OPINION

On Sight & Sound’s "all times top 10”

SIGHT & SOUND "ALL TIMES 6
GREATS”

A selection of voters and their choices

FILM IS "MAKE BELIEVE” Edna & Dan Fainaru 9

An interview with Gidi Dar, director of "Eddie King”

LIFE AND DEATH ACCORDING TO  Asher Levi 13
ASSI DAYAN

The good and the bad in Dayan’s "Life According To Agfa”

ROOTLESS SOCIETY Arik Schweitzer 17

From ”Salo” to "An Evening Without Naama”

ODED THE WONDERER IS 60 Yossi Halakhmi 18

YEARS OLD

The first Hebrew feature film already rebelled against tradition

NAGHIB MAKHFOUZ ON SCREEN Samir Farid n

Makhfouz’s romans and novels and what the Egyptian cinema did to them

COMPUTERS CAN’T SOLVE IT ALL Zvika Oren 2
Ottawa animation festival 1992

CASSAVETES IS BACK IN GREECE Dan Fainaru 30
Thessaloniki '92 goes international

VIDEO Yakhin Hirsch 32

Alfred Hitchcock’s "The Wrong Man”
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