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It’s the end of an era. Everyone knows ”the times, they are a’changin’”, to quote
Bob Dylan, but no one thought this could actually affect Alon Garbuz, who has
been in charge of the Tel Aviv Cinematheque for more than 42 years. Everybody
felt that Alon Garbuz was, is and will go on being the Tel Aviv Cinematheque
for a long time to come. How could anyone think of one without the other and
anyway, why would anyone wish to do such a thing?

Obviously, someone could. Though no satisfactory replacement is yet in sight,
Garbuz is now on his way to play with his grandchildren and, whenever he has a
free moment, look back at the institution which has been his own home for such
a long time, hoping his successor, whoever it may be, will reign over the heart
of the city’s cinema life in the same spirit of peaceful tolerance and boundless
dedication to the Seventh Art, which hasn’t always been given all the credit it
deserves in our country.

From the early days in a one room office hidden deep down one of the many
corridors of the City Halls labyrinth, to the five theatre complex he is leaving
behind, from a modest program showing one or two films a day, to a schedule
packed with hundreds of films every month, hosting a whole line of festivals
featuring documentaries, student films, children programs and an endless string
of tributes film weeks displaying the products of every country on the globe,
Garbuz’s Cinematheque was the one safe refuge from the shrinking repertoire
of the commercial distribution. And, most important of all, it was the one place
where every single Israeli film, good, bad or indifferent, short or long, in black
and white or color, shot on film, video or any other support, promoting the
country’s official policies or criticizing them, could count on finding an available
screen to meet its audience.

As for this publication, it exists thanks to Garbuz’ staunch belief that a film
magazine is an essential necessity and to his insistence on keeping it alive at all
costs for the last 33 years, against all the many skeptical Boards of Directors who
thought otherwise. He allowed it full freedom from the very first moment and it
is only because of him that Israel has at least one regular publication dedicated
to cinema. Thanks for it all.

Read and Enjoy.
Edna Fainaru

Publisher: Alon Garbuz, Director of the Tel Aviv Cinematheque
Editor: Edna Fainaru

Editorial Board: Zvika Oren, Danny Warth, Danny Muggia, Dan Fainaru,
Asher Levi, Meir Schnitzer, Pablo Utin

Graphic design: Tamar Tessler

Editorial Offices: Tel Aviv Cinematheque, 2 Shprintzak St. Tel Aviv
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