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Cannes 2014 is over. Usually considered the barometer of world cinema, the
opinions on the films shown there generally indicates the health and the level
of the industry more than any other event of the year. As for the health, it may
be interesting to notice that on the biggest film market in the world offered no
breakthrough hit to signal, one additional hint of its condition being the feeling
that less people were attending this year, suggesting that with the advent of
DVD, streaming signals and all the other digital developments, festivals should
consider changing their profiles. Of the films officially presented by the festival,
the two that stood out were Nuri Bilge Ceylan’s Golden Palm winner, "Winter
Sleep”, a splendid 200 minutes Chekhovian portrait of provincial Turkey, and
"Leviathan”, an under-rewarded visually stunning tale of greed, corruption and
human fragility by Russia’s Andrei Zviagyntzev. Next to them, there was the
gloriously photographed biography of the British painter, “Mr. Turner” by Mike
Leigh, "Mommy” by Canada’s boy wonder Xavier Dolan, who finally claims
adulthood with a film dedicated to his mother whom he wanted to Kill in his
debut picture ("How I Killed my mother”), “Timbuktu” by Mali’s Abderrahmane
Sissako, a terrible portrait of Islamist expansion in Africa, or “The National
Gallery”, a three hours survey by the veteran Frederick Wiseman on the famous
London museum,.

>

In our present issue, we chose to walk on the festival sidelines, and introduce
some events that were probably a bit out of the highlights. Of the six Israeli films
shown there (a record year), we have echoes from Ronit and Shlomi Elkabetz’s
final part of their remarkable divorce Israeli-style trilogy, ”Gett”, next to it, some
of David Cronenberg’s remarks on his settling accounts with Hollywood in "Map
of the Stars”, Kornell Mundruczo’s cautionary notes on his equally cautionary
”"White God”, Ruben Ostlund’s interpretation of the reasons behind his jaundiced
"Tourist” (also known as "Force Majeure”), also two master classes, one by Sofia
Loren, about to celebrate her 80th birthday, the other by French director Jacques
Audiard ("The Prophet”, "De chair et des 0s”) and finally a new book presented
in the course of the festival about jury president Jane Campion and her films.
Finally, we offer our own private nod to the late Assi Dayan, a late interview
with Marat Parkhomovsky on himself and his career.

Read and Enjoy.
Edna Fainaru

Publisher: Alon Garbuz, Director of the Tel Aviv Cinematheque
Editor: Edna Fainaru

Editorial Board: Zvika Oren, Danny Warth, Danny Muggia, Dan Fainaru,
Shaul Shiran, Asher Levi, Meir Schnitzer, Pablo Utin
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