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> Cinematheque no.176: Intro

The winner in Cannes, this year, wasn’t much of a surprise. Michael Haneke’s
"Love” was a main contender before the festival, and as the event proceeded, no
one seemed to be doing better than the Austrian filmmaker, who actually went
out of his way and displayed profound and sincere sympathy for his heroes.
Who would dare deny him the Palme D’or? The rest of the awards were much
less obvious, and the fact that none of them was given unanimously indicates
the jury climate was rather tense to say the least.

»

Our issue is focusing on some of the films that were either ignored by the jury
or were shown outside competition and couldn’t even expect one of the main
awards. Next to the Alain Resnais interview on ”"You ain’t seen nothin’ yet”
printed with the permission of the French magazine Positif, you will find short
reviews accompanied by quotes of the films’ directors, as published in Cannes.
Among the films, "After the Battle” in which Yousri Nasrallah paints a quick
portrait of the Egyptian chaos, still to be resolved, Cristian Mungiu’s shocking
”"Beyond the Hills” deals with a case of exorcism which happened only seven
years ago in a Romanian monastery, Joachim Lafosse’s ”A Perdre la Raison”
follows a modern Medea in today’s Belgium, Pablo Larrain’s smart "No” on
Pinochet’s referendum defeat suggests it may have removed the dictator but not
the capitalist system he installed, and Andrew Dominik’s "Killing Them Softly”,
is a gangster metaphor of the world economy crisis. The two Israeli films in
Cannes this year were “God’s Neighbors” by Meni Yaesh on a self-appointed
chastity patrol in Bat Yam and Etti Tsiko’s short "Dog Leash” on a married
woman who has had enough of being an object.

»

Famed American cinematographer Ed Lachmann visited Israel shortly before
going to Cannes for Ulrich Seidl’s ”"Paradise - Love”. During his visit, besides
his master classes at the Sam Spiegel School in Jerusalem, he met and discussed
at length the state of his profession with his Israeli colleagues. Finally, from
the Cannes Classics section, we picked Sergio Leone’s “Once Upon a Time in
America”, recently restored by the Cineteca di Bologna.

Enjoy.
Edna Fainaru
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