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A celebrated battleground between the old and the new, traditions and

controversy, commercial and artistic, Cannes offered this year a clash between sheer
provocation and some high class acts, with the usual quotient of respectable items in
the middle, certain to be viewed and reviewed all over the world. On the one hand, the
likes of Lars von Trier and Gaspar Noe invited the audience to participate in their
personal, mostly gruesome nightmares, hoping the reactions would be sufficiently
scandalous to provide solid word of mouth, a hope which was largely gratified by
the response of the media. On the other hand, remarkable new films by certified
masters, be it Alain Resnais (“Wild Herbs”) or Michael Hameke’s “White Ribbon™,
proved cinema can still be a thoughtful instrument to look at the world we live in.
Next to them, the sleek, polished “Bright Star” by Jane Campion, bound to appeal
to all James Ivory fans, “Looking for Eric”, a light soccer-inspired comedy by Ken
Loach, or as light as Ken Loach can ever be. Also an operatic display of drama
in Marco Bellocchio’s “Vincere” and an enthusiastically received prison movie by
Jacques Audiard, “The Prophet”.

Next to them, there were new messages from relatively unknown quarters. An
amazingly energetic, rich and human portrait of a Jaffa neighborhood transformed
by two new directors, Skandar Kopti and Yaron Shani working only with non-
professionals actors, into a microcosm of the Israeli experience, in their first film,
“Ajami”, “Police, adjective”, an apparently simple but in fact a highly sophisticated
second film by Corneliu Porumboiu (“East of Bucharest”), or “Samson and Delilah”
from Australia, a debut of a new director Warwick Thornton, working with a cast
consisting only of aborigines.

Once again a favorite topic, correct politics were applauded probably beyond the
actual cinematic achievements of the films in which they were featured, whether
it was Bahman Ghobadi’s courageous “Persian Cats” on the miseries endured by
young musicians in the Iranian paradise, or Lou Ye’s frontal description of gay life in
China, “Spring Fever”, after which he will probably not be allowed to make another
film at home for some time.

Also, worth mentioning, a number of high-profile films, much discussed before the
festival, that passed by almost unnoticed. Whether it was Almodovar’s “Broken
Embraces™ aiready released in Spain when it arrived in Cannes, Terry Gilliam’s
“The Imaginarium of Dr. Parnassus” which had to be partly reshot after the untimely
death of its star, Heath Ledger, or Francis Ford Coppola’s family drama “Tetro”,
shot in Argentina, withdrawn from the official program when refused a berth in
competition, and finally turning up as the opening event of “The Directors’ Fortnight’
sidebar. All of them, barely remarked or discussed. More appreciated, in comparison,
were new prints of such classics as “Les Yeux Sans Visage™ shown in a retrospective
program, which often outclassed the new products.

The review of Cannes 2009 covers this time 17 different films, a first section devoted
to critical presentations accompanied by the directors’ quotes during the festival, the
second section purely critical and the third, tackling several of the classic restorations.
We introduce the cinema of Japanese filmmaker Hirokazu Kere-Eda, including his
latest picture “Air Doll”, also shown in Cannes. And finally, a piece about a personal
film essay, “The Liquid of Life”, authored by Tel Aviv Cinematheque programmer
Pini Shatz.

Edna Fainaru

T Cames 2009- Mikstones
Dan Fainaru - Tom Shovai /]

Skandar Kopti, Yaron Shani - Ajami
Marco Beflocchio - Vincere

Bahman Ghobadi - Persian Cats
Michael Haneke - The White Ribbon
Corneliu Porumboiu - Polige, adjective
Alain Resnais - Wild Herbs

llia Souleiman - The Time that Remains
Tsai Ming Liang - Face

Lars von Trier - Antichrist

...and more Cannes 2009
Pable Utin - Tom Shova:
Broken Embraces (Pedro Almodovar)

Precious (Lee Daniels)
Samson and Defilah (Warwick Thornton)
Independencia (Raya Martin}

Cannes Classics

Banny Warth - Tom Shoval

Les yeux sans visage (Georges Franju)
Redes (Emilio Gomez Muriel, Fred
Zinemann)

Wake in Fright (Ted Kotchef)

Records of Lost Memorigs - The Cinema
of Hirokazu Kore-Eda
Rea Amit

Also his new film “Air Doll”

A filmmaker's blood - on “the Liquid of
Life” by Pini Shatz
Yael fiunk
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