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Aviv at the end of May and through the first days of June, will be hosting this year
the celebrated American independent filmmaker John Sayles and his companion,
Maggie Renzi, who has played in several of his films and produced most of them. At
the same time, the Cinematheques in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and Haifa, are planning a
full retrospective of his work. What better reason to dedicate the bulk of the present
issue to John Sayles, the man and his films.

Probably one of the last Mohicans who will not give in to the pressures of the
Hollywood studios and refuses to follow either their political or artistic agenda,
which most independents only too happy to embrace in recent years, Sayles writes,
produces, directs his own pictures, and then, he goes out to distribute them as well,
Just to make sure they get the right treatment in exhibition and are not pushed under
the counter at the last moment. His presence in Israel is due also to the fact that his
latest film, Honeydripper, is about to be distributed commercially here.

For most of the material in this issue, we owe a debt of gratitude to the Thessaloniki
Film Festival, whose program last November, included all of Sayles’ 16 feature
films, accompanied by a book, in Greek and English, written by Konstantinios
Kontovrakis, offering ample interviews with Sayles himself, also with Maggie Renzi
and many of his co-workers and friends, covering his entire career, from different but
always fascinating points of view. This book was the source of most of the material
we used in this issue, translated by Danny Warth who also wrote an introduction to
the entire Sayles chapter.

Our traditional interview with an Israeli filmmaker is dedicated this time to Dror
Shaul, whose powerfully eloquent “Sweet Mud™, released last year, took every body
by surprise, coming as it did after two light comedies, “Operation Grandma” and
“Sima Waknin is a Witch”. Started as a Sundance script project, Shaul’s picture,
once finished, went back to collect a top prize there, and followed through to similar
enthusiastic reception in numerous other festivals around the world.

Yakhin Hirsch had a different film in mind to fill our spot of “Classic Masterpieces”
but then he noticed an Israeli DVD release of the infamous Triumph of the Will,
which many have been known to consider a documentary masterpiece. Looking at it
again, he is now more convinced than ever that long before being a masterpiece, Leni
Reifenstahl’s work is first and foremost an abomination and gives his reasons for it.

Enjoy!

Edna Fainaru

True stories with human dimensions
Danny Warth
On the cinema of John Sayles

Growing up in a world of impossible
dreams

Hebrew: Denny Warth

John Sayles talks with Konstantinos
Kontovrakis

I am not intimidated any more
Hebrew: Danny Warth

Maggie Renzi talks to Konstantinos
Kontovrakis

What's it like to work with Sayles
Hebrow: Panny Werth

In the words of actors, friends and
crew members who have been on
his sets

John Sayles - Filmography
Danny Warth

Unfair Madness

FRLT W

An interview with Dror Shaul on
“Sweet Mud” and many other things

The abominable masterpiece
Yakhin Hirsch

On Leni Riefenstahl’s “Triumph of
the Will”, following its Israeli DVD

release
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