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F orty years ago, in June 1967, the State of Israel scored what was considered

at the time its greatest, most illustrious military victory. Since then, the perceptions
of war have changed directions, the moods inside the country and in the world have
vastly changed, and many people argue nowadays that rather than a victory, that
event was more like a cataclysm, the first step which led us into the moral quagmire
we're presently stuck in with both feet and with no prospects in sight of ever finding
our way out. Since our concern in this publication is cinema, we will not presume
to deal with the moral, political and social upheaval our country has gone through
in the course of this period, but we would definitely like to see how all this has
been reflected in the Israeli cinema. And not only in ours, for it is no secret that war
movies, everywhere in the world, are no fonger what they used to be after WW?2 and
Korea, and notions like victory and defeat, right and wrong, heroism and cowardice,
have taken on different meanings, in everyday life and in films as well.

To look at the Israeli war films, we first asked Meir Schnitzer for an extensive review
of the genre, and at the end of which he reaches a number of disenchanted conclusions,
one of which is that Israel has given up on war films these days, for simple reason
that its filmmakers can’t see the issues very clearly anymore. One war film which
has materialized and turned out to be a resounding success is “Beaufort”. Returning
with a Best Director Award from the Berlin Festival, director Joseph Cedar met
Pablo Utin for a long and detailed interview on his work. Yakhin Hirsch, who has
served as a cameraman in uniform during the Six Days War and later in the Yom
Kippur war, carefully attempts to pinpoint the difference between war, as perceived
by Hollywood, and war, as experienced on the front.

Since we would not presume to deal with the War Movies genre on a global basis,
a full encyclopedia would barely do justice to the subject, we preferred to focus on
more modest goals. Danny Warth looks at the way Hollywood politically corrected
its perceptions since WW2, Dan Chyutin writes from New York on Clint Eastwood
much discussed recent diptych “The Flags of Our Fathers” and “Letters from Iwo
Jima” while Pablo Utin and Amir Wodka talk to Dutch director Paul Verhoeven,
who has worked some twenty years in America, and many of his films dealt with
nothing else but war.

Truth is we had a whole list of other subjects to deal with in this issue, but given the
volume of each piece here, there was simply no space for the rest. Hopefully, we’ll
come back to the rest in the near future.

In the meantime, read and enjoy.

Edna Fainaru

A light at the end of the tunnel?

Pablo Ufin

An interview with Joseph Cedar on

“Beaufort”

Not a reflection on the war
Yalchin Hirsch

Memories on an unwilling war
photographer

No forgiveness
Meir Schnitzer
A disenchanted survey of Israeli war

films in the fost sixty years

Simple heroes go to wor

Danny Wearth
On Hollywood war mavies from

WW2 to Eastwood's “lwo Jima”

The unbearable weight of the myth

Dan Chyutie

Eastwood goes hack fo the heraic

stand in the Pacific and wonders who

the real heroes were

There will always be war
Pablo Utin, Amir Wodie
A conversation with Paul Verhoeven
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