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B illy Wilder was born on June 22, 1906, in a small town called Sucha in
Galicia, then part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, nowadays Poland. Since he has

» just left us, at the age of 96, only four years ago, it may be too soon to expect

worldwide centenary celebrations, but for us it is always a pleasure to remember the
work of one of the greatest masters the cinema ever had. Daniel Warth looks at the
early Wilder years, from the days when young Samuel (as he was officially known
then) went to Vienna to study law and turned instead into a journalist, and not a very
respectable one at that, through his Berlin period when he started writing for films,
followed by his departure first for Paris and then Hollywood, after Hitler came to
power in 1933. Then, his almost instant adaptation to Tinsel Town, his first script
credit dating barely two years after he landed there, his cooperation with Charles
Brackett, writing for some of the most brilliant directors of that time, such as Ernest
Lubitsch and Howard Hawks, and finally his decision, after Mitchell Leisen ruined
his script for "Hold Back the Dawn", that he couldn't do any worse as a director,
persuading Paramount to let him take the helm for "The Major and the Minor". The
rest, as they say, is history familiar to film buffs, which doesn't mean we won't come
back to cover it one of these days.

At the other end of the spectrum from the witty, smart, urbane Wilder pieces, which
suggest rather than display the human folly at its worst, "slasher" films are supposed
to do the opposite. Leave nothing to the imagination, wallow in bloody, gruesome
spectacles, dote on excessive violence and graphic dismembering of the human body.
Generally considered the hallucinatory fringe by-product of the horror movies genre,
fit for Midnight Madness screenings and retrograde teenage club cults, they are the
object of Amir Wodka's survey, not just as cheap exploitation items but as an
expression of authentic social and psychological problems. So, get ready to celebrate
to Scream at Halloween on Elm Street every Friday the 13%, and even if you do not
find it an enjoyable experience, at least you may glimpse at the relevance of it all.
As arule, we have always considered that to really appreciate a film, it is to be viewed
in a proper cinema. But with the rising juggernaut of American studio fare leaving
very little room for the rest of the world cinema on our screens, the option of seeing
everything we miss on DVDs, even more so as their quality is constantly improving,
is too tempting to be ignored. The new DVD column we launch this month will focus
on titles available on disc that you may never encounter on the big screen, on the
bonus (one and often more) added to many of the films, often as interesting as the
films themselves, and on the classic collections that come out once in a while, essential
to anyone who considers himself a film buff. Edited by Pablo Utin, the column will
feature contributions from other members of the editorial staff as well.

Finally, the first festivals of the year. Biarritz, displaying the kind of television products
that you wish but rarely get to see at home, Rotterdam, catering to Third World and
alternative cinema, Budapest displaying all the new Magyar production, accompanied
this year by a political scandal, and of course Berlin, the largest and most ambitious
of them all, whose activities have by now gone way beyond that of simply showing
the best new films of the season

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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