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This month's lead interview features Avi Mograbi, a filmmaker who is, in

many ways, a mini-industry on his own. He writes his films, produces them, directs,
shoots and then edits his own material, and if all this isn't enough, he is also playing
in each and every one of them. "Playing" may be the wrong term here, for his films
are defined as documentaries, though not by him. Documentaries, in the accepted
sense of the word, that is a collection of objective documents, is an aberration as far
as Mograbi is concerned, for the moment these documents are filtered through a
filmmaker's eye, they become as subjective as any piece of fiction can be. The
interview marks the release of Mograbi's latest, "Avenge but One of My Two Eyes",
probably even more single mindedly political and militant than any of his previous
three ones, which have already established his reputation all over the world.

Possibly inspired by this month's DocAviv festival, and staying in the documentary
mode, Erez Dvora is assessing the new wave of highily politicized documentaries
which have invaded the American market in recent years, and has been attracting
with increasing frequency the attention of the media. For indeed, even if you do not
admire Michael Moore, there is little doubt that his "Bowling for Columbine" and
even more "Faherenheit 9/11" pulled the documentaries out of their refined festivals
and specialized TV channels slots into theatrical distribution and public consciousness.

Martin Scorsese's "Aviator" inspired two of the pieces in this issue. Amir Wodka
tries to draw a parallel between cinema and aerodynamics, using both Scorsese's
recent film and the film career of Howard Hughes to make his points. While Damiel
Warth sees "The Aviator" as part of a resurgent fashion of biopics, always favored
by Hollywood in the past but never more than these days, when original scripts of
any value are a rarity to behoid.

Both Yossi Halachmi and Yakhin Hirsch are preoccupied by cinema and the written
word. The first goes back to the early days of the last century when the Hebrew press
started its first tentative attempts to deal with the new medium. Hirsch has read two
translations of BFI booklets recently published here, pretentiously entitled in Hebrew
"Oedipus in America" (the original title: "Citizen Kane") and "The Urban Person and
the Virtuai Space” (original title: "Blade Runner"). Hirsch welcomes both of them,
but has quite a few observations to make, not only on the title changes, but also on
the translation that could be more user-friendly.

The one festival in this issue, "Castelli Animati”, dedicated as its name indicates to
animation, took place in Italy under the appreciative eyes of Tzvika Oren, who
reported its marvels to us.

Enjoy.

Edna Fainaru
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