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The two main objects of this issue are closely
inter-related. The first, is the belated tribute paid
by the Tel Aviv Cinematheque to the French film
magazine "Positif” on its 40th anniversary. To quote
John Boorman, "this admirable magazine has
maintained its passion for the movies by the
expedient of being written by a group of unpaid
enthusiasts with no editor. They see only the films
they want to see, nurture and defend the directors
they love and thus avoid the film fatigue syndrome
that afflicts so much film criticism." From "Positif™s
festive issue, published a couple of years ago, we
bring here Michel Ciment's account of the
magazine's history, and ten out of the sixty-odd
pieces contributed by film makers close to the heart
of its editorial board.

One of those film makers is the second object of
our issue. Claude Sautet is coming to Tel Aviv to
attend the French Film Festival, which features a
retrospective of his work and to present his latest
film, "Nelly et Mr. Arnaud". Sautet, one of "Positif™'s
favorite directors over the years, is finally recognized
as one of the most perceptive and sensitive
contemporary European film makers, a prime
example of intelligent and understated cinema, as
opposed to the loud vulgarity in fashion.

Edna Fainaru
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