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If we dedicate every first summer issue of our magazine to the Cannes Film
Festival, it is not out of sheer admiration and love for this event which has
become by now so crowded and demanding that most people would skip it if
they only could afford to. Particularly this year, with the first five days of nonstop
rain destroying some of the fanciest dresses and the high heels going around
not to mention the foul mood they generated. And as if to prevent any better
disposition, the chilly mistral wind which drove away the rain, kept dispositions
on a low level. And yet, despite all these miseries, Cannes remains the one
essential film festival around that defines the immediate future tendencies of
world cinema better than any other. Like it or not, most significant films of the
season are being shown there, certainly most of the films that you will be seeing
or reading about this year. Not being in Cannes is like taking yourself off the list
of significant film people around (don’t worry, not all of the fifty thousand and
more people attending the festival are significant but at least they would like to
think so) and no one would willingly commit such a crime.

As general observations go, the festival’s official program seems to persevere
in its march towards the mainstream cinema, the role it used to have years ago,
never deviating too far from what would be considered safe for the general
audience. The Directors’ Fortnight, on the other hand, seems to be returning to
more adventurous programming and the case of Ari Folman’s The Congress was
typical to these tendencies. Considered down to the last moment as an official
entry but left out because too much out of the trodden path, it was immediately
embraced by the Fortnight for its opening event.

We hope to discuss with Folman at length in one of our future issues about his
film, in the meantime, here, like usual, is a selection of the films that made a
big splash in Cannes, and the voices of the filmmakers behind them, as they
expressed themselves during the festival. You'll meet Golden Palm winner
Abdellatif Kechiche (La vie d’Adele, Chapters 1 and 2), Asghar Farhadi, whose The
Passe got Berenice Bejo an acting award and Alexander Payne who got Bruce
Dern an award for the lead in Nebraska, there is Jury Award Hirokazu Kore-
Eda (Like Father, Like son), Best Script author, director Jia Zhangke (A Touch
of Sin). You will have the chance to hear two of the candidates that obviously
scared Steven Spielberg’s jury away, Paolo Sorrentino (La Grande Bellezza) and
Jim Jarmusch (The Last Lovers Left Alive). Outside all competition, and standing
all on his own is Claude Lanzmann (The Last of the Unjust) who at 87 offers
yet another chapter in his ever deeper study of the Holocaust. Finally, with the
help of Rea Amit, we are celebrating, just like the festival, the one hundredth
anniversary of the most prolific cinema in the world, the Indian cinema.

Read and Enjoy.
Edna Fainaru
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