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By the time Israeli film directors reach our pages, they had been already put
through the wringer by the PR machines, in the process of introducing their
latest work through the channels of the mass media. And yet, though it seems
they had already said everything, and more than once, we insist on hosting them,
if only because our interest is first and foremost in the cinematic aspects of their
work, which isn’t always the case in the run-of-the-mill advertorials. In Ohad
Landesman’s conversation with Assaf Korman, many of the considerations,
doubts and decisions the young director faced while making his debut feature,
”Next to Her”, are brought into light, while Pablo Utin’s meeting with Talia Lavie,
whose ”“Zero Motivation” is one of the year’s top hits, both with the public and
the critics, adds another dimension to his survey of the Israeli comedy started
already in our last issue.

>

Richard Linklater’s “Boyhood”, one of the top films of the year, awarded and
appreciated both at home and abroad, gives Yael Shuv the occasion to survey the
career of an original director, a rare example of an American filmmaker worthy
of the title "auteur” in the full sense of the word. As for Pawel Pawlikowski,
whose film ”Ida” is the first he made in his homeland, Poland, after living for
many years in UK, it is about time for him to reveal the saga of this film’s
production, which offers a perfect example of an independent author battling
against the windmills of the film industry traditions. Pawlikowski authorized us
to translate his master class at the National Film School in UK, but asked us to
add links to clips from the film which would clarify his intentions. This you will
duly find in this issue, watching the clips will offer a much needed additional
perspective to his production’s tale of woe which luckily had a happy ending.

>

Finally, Francesco Rosi, one of the greatest Italian directors of all time and the
last surviving giant of the neorealist era, passed away last month at the age of
92. To find out more about the man considered the leading luminary of political
cinema, we have an introduction to his work by Michel Ciment, the editor of
the French monthly ”"Positif” and generally considered the world’s foremost
authority on Rosi, as well as two reminders of his films, ”Salvatore Giuliano” by
Danny Warth and “Lucky Luciano” by Meir Schnitzer.

Enjoy.
Edna Fainaru

When going to print we learned that our dear friend, and a member of our
editorial board, Shaul Shiran, passed away. We dedicate this issue to his memory.

Publisher: Alon Garbuz, Director of the Tel Aviv Cinematheque
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