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His father, a pharmacist, expected his son to follow in his steps. The son thought,
at least for a while, he’d rather be an actor. French cinema was lucky enough to
have him, at the end of the day, become a filmmaker, one of the most innovative
and relevant the seventh art has ever been blessed with. Alain Resnais, who
died shortly before his 92nd birthday and only a few days after his latest film,
"The Life of Riley” (which he called, in French, "Aimer, boire et chanter”) was
screened at the Berlin Festival, had blissfully disregarded his age and went on
working until the last day of his life. Maybe, as he used to joke, because he didn’t
know what else to do.

>

No one could argue with the simple statement that Resnais was one of the
main architects of film language as we know it today. Responsible, to a great
extent, for removing the chains that kept cinema expression locked into old
formats that were becoming frayed at the edges, he went on, for almost 80 years,
making films in which he was constantly reinventing himself and his means
of conversing with his audience, always insisting never to go back and cover
territories he had visited before.

>

An intellectual whose curiosity embraced everything from the French Nouveau
Roman and the stream of consciousness to American comics and cartoons, from
Hitchcock to Wong Kar Wai, from primitive art to Magritte, from old melodramas
to operettas, from atonal music to popular songs, Resnais was close to them all
and found ways to integrate them one by one and play on their relevancy, within
the frame of his films.

>

This issue of the magazine is entirely dedicated to Alain Resnais, from a detailed
survey of his long career, through a reminder of his early short films, considered
at the time to be revolutionary but forgotten in the meantime (with the exception
of the formidable "Night and Fog”), a close look at his innovative decade (1959-
68) and at two of his best known films, "Muriel ou le temps d’un retour” and
"Providence”. In all fairness, each and every one of his films would deserve a
similar treatment, sadly, however, the space we have won't allow it this time.

Read and enjoy.
Edna Fainaru
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