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Most of this issue is dedicated to the cinema of Uri Zohar. No doubt one of the
few true originals the Israeli cinema ever had, a force of nature that broke through
first as an entertainer in an Army Entertainment Group (Lahakat HaNakhal), then
as an inimitable stand-up comic when there was no such thing in Israel and finally
as a filmmaker who seemed bent on breaking rules and going his own way every
single time he set his foot in a movie studio. Not that he ever worked much inside
a studio. An anarchic spirit seeking for answers in films and in life, who decided,
at one point, that the only place to find those answers was in Jerusalem’s Jewish
Orthodox community and became a rabbi, leaving many of his friends and all of
his admirers flabbergasted. Zohar’s films are considered now as the harbinger of
what the Israeli films could become one day and indeed, if there is a true expression
of the ”sabra” spirit on screen, it is first and foremost in his work.

As the Israeli Cinematheques are preparing a full retrospective of Zohar’s
pictures this summer, following the similar show at the highly respected French
Cinematheque in Paris, which took place in October, 2012, we thought it would
be a good idea to have another look (we already had plenty of them in the past)
at his work from various perspectives. To begin with, a few memories of Zohar
behind the scenes from David Gurfinkel, who was the director of photography
for most of his films. Then, four Israeli directors, very different in their work
and conception of cinema, Avi Nesher, Hagar Ben Asher, Noni Geffen and Gur
Bentwich, look at Zohar’s body of work, each one through a film they found
particularly significant. And to wrap up this section, Marat Parkhomovsky
argues Zohar’s pictures provide the basis for the Israeli film esthetics.

Also in this issue, Avi Nesher explains what drew him into leaving his classical
orderly way of making films in favor of a more chaotic approach, for his soon
to be released "Wonders” ("Plaot”). With the Student Film Festival around the
corner, we asked one of the members of the TA University’s Cinema Department,
Offer Liebergal, to produce some real proof in defense of the short films, one of
the festival’s main themes this year. Finally, two great critics departed lately.
Roger Ebert, the only film critic to ever be awarded a Pulitzer Prize, had passed
away on April 4. You can find here the letter he addressed to his many readers,
only a couple of days before, an amazing document showing the tremendous
appetite for life and energy of a man who had been fighting cancer for the
last decade and never gave up, taking every single misery he was dealt as yet
another challenge for his stamina. Rea Amit says goodbye to another American
critic, Donald Richie, who lived most of his life in Japan and was, without any
doubt, the best, the most reliable and the most effective advocate of Japanese
cinema in the West.

Enjoy.
Edna Fainaru

Publisher: Alon Garbuz, Director of the Tel Aviv Cinematheque
Editor: Edna Fainaru

Editorial Board: Zvika Oren, Danny Warth, Danny Muggia, Dan Fainaru,
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