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It is with exceeding regret that your faithful bystander reports that he has
just seen a picture which he thinks must be the best picture he ever saw.
With no less regret he reports that he has just seen the best actor in the
history of acting.

Name of picture: Citizen. Kane.

Name of actor: Orson Welles

Reason for regret: you, my dear, may never see the picture.

American novelist John ¢’Hara managed to squeeze his way into a
secret screening of the most sensational film produced in Hollywood,
in 1941 and this was his immediate response, as published by
Newsweek in March 41 (two months before the official premiere).
At that point, the film was the talk of Tinsel Town, not necessarily
because of its amazing achievements, which had not been revealed
yet, but because media tycoon William Randolph Hearst suspected
the picture’s main character, Charles Foster Kane, is a caricature of
his own self. Applying all his considerable weight on every Hollywood
player involved in the production and eventual distribution of the
film, Hearst’s henchmen were determined to have the film shelved
forever, the studio, RKO, felt it had a potential hit on its hands but
didn’t like the idea of antagonizing such a formidable opponent,
and for a while, it seemed as if Welles, the wunderkind of America’s
performing arts, might have to kiss his film goodbye. Luckily, it did
not happen, the official premiere took place on May 1, 1941, and
though it never broke any box office record ever, it has become since
one the highest achievements in the cinema history.
Since then, and mostly because of the respected British film
magazine Sight and Sound, “Citizen Kane” has become “the best film
ever made”’, whatever this honorable distinction means. As of 1952,
the magazine is running every 10 years an international poll asking
leading film critics for a list of the “ten best films ever made”. Since
1962, the one title which regularly turned up at the top was “Citizen
Kane”, and when a parallel poll was instigated by the same S&S in
recent years asking the filmmakers to produce a similar list, they
" came up with the same winner all over again. Whether it is the best
film or not, many various opinions on the question have been aired
through the years, no one doubts it is one of the most memorable
milestones in Hollywood’s past and therefore, the least we could
do is celebrate its 70" birthday in this issue of our magazine. You
" can find here the background before the film’s release, Welles” own
declaration of intent and his sarcastic denial of having used Hearst
as a model for his hero, a report on Greg Toland’s particular use of
the film camera for this film, a variety of opinions coming not only
from regular film critics but also from such luminaries as Jorge Luis
Borges, on the one hand, and Erich von Stroheim, on the other. Erez
-Dvora analyzes in detail the famous opening scene, which could be
the closing scene as well, David Thomson wonders what can one do
with a film that, rightly or not, goes on towering over the others and
Meir Schnitzer suggests that it may be time to replace one Welles film
with another, namely “F for Fake”.
The Israeli cinema is represented this time by an interview with
Aharon Kashales and Navot Papushado, the directors of “Kalevet”
(“Rabies™), generally credited as the first horror movie to emerge
. from this country.
Read and enjoy-
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