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El enahem Golan is 80. He is not the first Israeli filmmaker, he may not be the
ultlmate Israeli filmmaker, but he has left the greatest footmark by far on everything
that has ever happened to Israeli cinema in the last 50 years, more precisely since
1963 when he brought up his first feature film, “Eldorado”. The word “prolific” loses
its meaning when applied to his career, both as a producer and as a director, whatever
cinema existed before him in this country was still on the level of well intentioned
experiments, and if his output has not always pleased the film critics or the cultural
establishment, it is still a faithful reflection of the country and its moods, a fact that
not every body will agree with but most will have to accept. His films were targeting
mass audiences, and more often then not, they reached their destination.

To mark his anniversary, we preferred to approach the new generation of film
buffs and film critics, those who did not share the old grudges and conflicts of the
past and were prepared to look with a fresh eye on Golan’s vast output. Marat
Parkhomovsky and Shmulik Duvdevani chose sclccted highlighis on films and
filmmaking from the marathon interview they had with Golan (18 hours on video)
for the projected visual archive sponsored by the Israeli Film Fund. Parkhomovsky
goes on to expand his theories on the position of Menahem Golan in the context of
Israeli cinema. Oren Shai, based at present in US, used the news archives there for
a review of Golan’s meteoric rise and later decline in America, first with Cannon,
then at the head of MGM before the company’s crash and his return to Israel. Miri
Shapire looks at Golan’s movie heroines, from one extreme (“My Margo”) to the
other (“Queen of the Road”), from the late sixties until today. Finally, we have three
of Golan’s most significant films reviewed all over again from today’s perspective.
Shmulik Duvdevani looks at Golan’s first feature film, “Eldorado”, Pablo Utin chose
“Kazablan” and Tom Shoval, “Queen of the Road”.

Edna Fainaru

Golan on Ei:)—Ean‘ _____
Marat Parkhomovsky, Shmulil 4

Buvdevani

Golan on films and film making, from
*Collected testimonies on Israeli
cinema”

The man who invented the Israeli
cinema
Harat Parkhomovsky

Golan's films in the context of Israeli
cinema

Our only crime was our love of movies
Gren Shal

0On Golan's magnificent American
adventure

Golan's Women

Mirf Shapirc

From Fortuna Buzaglo all the way to
Margalit Ben David

An lsraeli film noir
Stmulilc DuvZzvani
Golan's first feature film, “Eidorado”

West Side Story in Jaffa

Pabio Utin

“Kazablan”, an all singing and dancing
Israeli myth

Don’t (et the sun shine on me
Tom Shoval
“Queen of the Road” reviewed
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