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Two guests — one visited us a few weeks ago, the other will be coming in a

few weeks. The first, Michael Chapman, one of the most celebrated Hollywood
cameramen of the ‘70s, whose work with Michael Scorsese on “Taxi Driver” and
then “The Raging Bull” established new esthetic standards on a level that neither one
of them, to be quite honest, ever reached since. During his visit here, Champan met
Shmullik Duvdevani, had plenty to say not only about his work then and since but
also about the reasons that ultimately determined him to put away his camera after
SO many years.

The other guest, Nicolas Philibert, is a prominent figure in French documentaries.
His “Etre et Avoir”, the chronicle of a year in a faraway village school, following a
teacher and his pupils, aged from 4 to 11 and barely filling up one single class, is still
a milestone of the genre. Even more, it was a box office success, something very few
documentarists, with the evident exception of Michael Moore, can claim to have
achieved. Philibert has been invited to attend DocAviv this year, and faithful readers
of our magazine doubtlessly remember his being mentioned in these pages, after his
last film, “Retour en Normandie” was screened in Cannes.

Another look at documentaries, after all DocAviv is just around the corner. Ken
Burns’ “The War’ was recently presented in its entirety, all 14 episodes of it, on
one of our TV channels. An imposing piece of documentary research and montage,
it reconstructs all of WW2 from the perspective of a small Midwest town and the
young men it sent to the front. Meir Schnitzer, who has followed Burns’ voyage all
through, notices however that looking at the images, some of them probably revealed
for the first time, there is a tendency to think this was basically an American war and
if anyone else was affected, it’s just a detail. Just another way of writing history.
And there’s more: Pablo Utin went to meet Shira Geffen and hear from her about
the passage from children books and the stage to “Jellyfish” which she signed with
her husband, Etgar Keret. Danny Warth translated for us the master class held by
Alfonso Cuaron in Thessaloniki, in which he spoke not only of his experiences as a
“Harry Potter” director but also of the new Mexican wave, of which he is one leader —
the other two being Guillermo del Toro and Alejandro Gonzalez Innaritu. Finally,
we look back once again at a film masterpiece, this time it is Erez Dvora reviewing
Bernardo Bertolucci’s adaptation of Alberto Moravia’s “The Conformist”, a
unique portrait of Italian fascism under Mussollini.

Edna Fainaru

Coming out of the Sea

Pablo Utin

An interview with Shira Geffen on
“lellyfish”

America first and foremost
Meir Schnitzer
The less than objective perspective

of Ken Burns

Necessities as a style
Shmulik Duvdevani
Michael Chapman on working with

Scorsese and more

The teacher’s feacher

Bertrand Bagque and Barbara
Levendageur

Nicolas Philibert explains his
approach to documentaries

The Western wants to come back
Dan Chyvutin

Political messages ride horses and
shoot guns

The Mexican Wave

trans. Danny Warth

Alfonso Cuaron in a Thessaloniki
master class

Reviewed masterpieces
Erez Dvora

Looking again at Bertolucei’s
“Conformist”
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